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World Without Christmas 


Life would be bleak and hopeless indeed were it not for 
Christmas. Increase your joy by contemplating for a moment 
the sorrows you escape through Christmas. 


Donald F. Miller 


One of the most effective 
ways of learning to appreciate great 
blessings is to think now and then of 
what life would be like without them. 
Healthy people are most grateful for 
their health if they can and do remem- 
ber how they suffered in the past from 
illness. Happily married husbands and 
wives grow in their love for each other 
by imagining, once in a while, how 
empty their lives would be if they had 
never met. 

While all human blessings, great 
and small, seem to grow in value as 
their possible absence is contemplated, 
of none is this more true than of the 
feast of Christmas and all that it 
brings into human lives. If you know 
what you are celebrating in the feast 
of Christmas, and have accepted into 
your life all the things that Christ 
came to give to men, then think, if 
you want a more than usually merry 
Christmas, of what your life would be 
like without all those things. 

It is not very difficult to think real- 


istically of this for the simple reason 
that there are many people in the 
world to whom the real gifts of Christ- 
mas have not yet been made known 
or available, and others who, out of 
pride or passion, have rejected them. 
Thus it is not a case of having merely 
to imagine a world without Christmas; 
it is only necessary to look at that part 
of the world to which Christmas 
means nothing to come to a new real- 
ization of what an unsurpassable bless- 
ing it is to those who have received 
the fullness of its meaning. 

Another thing. Imagining a world 
without Christmas can be a powerful 
inspiration to repentance and reform 
for those who are not without faith in 
its meaning, but who have reneged on 
paying the price for which alone all 
its blessings are given. It is a practical 
and a theological truth that one can 
retain belief in Christ and in all that 
He said and commanded and promised 
to human beings, and yet habitually 
act contrary to one’s belief. Imagining 
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that there were no such reality as 
Christ or Christmas or the promises 
connected with them can bring the 
fallen-away Christian and the sinner 
to see the supreme folly of his ways 
and to change them. 

Finally, a picture of what the world 
would be like without Christ, or what 
it is like where Christ is unknown, 
may awaken in the minds and hearts 
of some who have been deprived by 
their upbringing of all real knowledge 
of Him the first spark of desire to ap- 
proach Him and learn from Him and 
receive from Him. The things pictured 
here are the things that every normal 
human being wants instinctively to es- 
cape; all human beings need to know 
that escape from them is found only 
in Christ and in Christmas. 

What, then, are the marks of a 
world without Christmas? They are 
three in number. It is a world of un- 
certainty; it is a world of frustration; 
it is a world of war. 


1. World of Uncertainty 


There are some uncertainties that 
nobody can escape in this world. It 
is the lot of all men to be uncertain 
about the time and manner of their 
death; about such minor things as the 
twists and turns that the weather may 
take; about such unforeseeable things 
as the free will actions of other human 
beings. These are not absolute uncer- 
tainties; more or less general foresha- 
dowings or patterns can prepare a per- 
son for future events in these cate- 
gories. Yet no one can be a certain 
prophet about things that will affect 
him materially in the near or distant 
future. 

That kind of uncertainty can be 
borne and lived with and accepted 
tranquilly, if one possesses an over- 
all certainty about the ultimate pur- 
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pose and destiny for which he was 
made; about what things his free will 
must accept or reject to attain his real 
purpose; about the kind of treasures 
he can pile up in this world that will 
not be taken away from him for all 
eternity. 

Now without Christ, or the feast 
of Christmas that ushered Him into 
the world, or the acceptance of all 
that He came to teach and to give 
mankind, nobody can have such cer- 
tainties. Let this thought sink deeply 
into your mind. Imagine yourself a 
complete stranger to Christ, and there- 
fore forced to torture your mind with 
doubts and perplexities like these: 

“IT don’t know whether I shall have 
any conscious existence after death or 
not. 

“I don’t know, therefore, whether 
anything I do now will have any bear- 
ing on what will happen to me after 


I die. 


“T don’t know what code I should 
follow in my life: whether it should 
be one based on convention and re- 
spectability, or one based on fear of 
punishment from civil authorities, or 
one based on my vague instincts con- 
cerning what is good, or one based on 
my naked inclinations and desires. 

“T don’t know whether to recognize 
a God as having created the world, 
and me in the world, or to ignore or 
deny such a God; I don’t know wheth- 
er to ignore the voice that speaks in- 
side me about right and wrong, or to 
respect it; I don’t know where I am 
going or what I am doing or how I 
should be living in this world.” 


These are only some of the uncer- 
tainties that torture the minds of those 
who have no knowledge of Christ, or 
have brushed Him aside unknown and 
unheeded. The torture of these uncer- 
tainties can be diminished by such 
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narcotics as incessant activity, drink, 
dope, pleasure-seeking, and even the 
pride that makes some men prefer un- 
certainty to the subjection to an in- 
finite God that would follow on ac- 
ceptance of His revealed truth. But 
underneath this, the uncertainty al- 
ways remains and eats away like a 
constantly growing abscess in the soul. 

What a contrast to the person who 
has accepted Christmas and Christ 
and all the certainties that, with proof 
unassailable, they give to the human 
mind. This is what the latter can say: 

“TI know that I have a soul that will 
never die. 

“I know that I have to save that 
soul by my manner of living through 
the few years given me in this world. 

“I know what I have to do to save 
my soul; I have to accept and use 
the graces Christ merited for me, and 
I have to observe the clear, all-em- 
bracing code of moral action He set 
forth and now preserves for me in 
the Church He founded to guide all 
men to the end. 

“I know why I am born; where I am 
going; what I must do; what awaits 
me at the end.” 

That’s what Christmas means; that’s 
what you have if you are a follower 
of Christ; that’s what Christ wants all 
men to have. 


2. World of Frustration 

The modern world has become 
acutely conscious of the meaning of 
the word “frustration.” Its psychia- 
trists, psychologists and psychoso- 
matic specialists analyze a great many 
of the nervous and mental disorders of 
their patients as hidden frustrations. 
In the simplest language this means 
that these people want something that 
they cannot have or do not know how 
to gain. 

But dealing with frustrations on a 


purely natural or material plane is like 
patching a worn out tire-tube in one 
place, only to have it break out in 
another place soon after. 

Now without Christ, and the su- 
premely satisfying and universally at- 
tainable goals of desire that He placed 
before all human beings, life for an 
individual becomes but a passage from 
one frustration to another. In his 
youthful and vigorous years, each of 
these frustrations may be kept hidden 
or smothered under a new set of 
drives and desires and ambitions. In 
the end, however, with advancing 
years, and a weakening body and 
mind, and the consciousness of in- 
exorably approaching death, and 
above all, the running out of oppor- 
tunities for new objectives and desires, 
frustration becomes the day-and-night 
tenant of his soul. 

The simple truth is that human na- 
ture is just too vast in capacity, too 
unlimited in yearning for joy and pos- 
session, to be satisfied with any com- 
bination of objects or joys it can pos- 
sess exclusive of those assured to it 
only through Jesus Christ. That is why 
there is some kind of frustration wher- 
ever you turn in the world today, and 
among all classes of people. 


So the world without Christ is filled 
with frustrated husbands and wives, 
who only know that they didn’t get 
what they wanted out of marriage, 
who often rush into a second and 
third marriage seeking what they did 
not get in their first, but who remain 
frustrated to the end because their 
hearts are too big for the little things 
they counted on to fill it, so long as 
they could not see them as coming 
from and leading to the infinite love 
of God. 

So the world without Christ is filled 
with frustrated single women, who 
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have dreamed wonderful dreams of 
how marriage would make them hap- 
py, but who have never found a man 
who wanted to marry them. They are 
doubly frustrated, first, because they 
wanted to marry and couldn’t, and 
second, because they are unaware that 
marriage would not be the end of their 
quest for happiness. 

So the world without Christ is filled 
with frustrated business men, who sub- 
jected every other desire and principle 
of their lives to being successful in 
business, to making a fortune, to rul- 
ing a commercial empire, but who end 
up not only with ulcers or heart trou- 
ble, but with a terrifying sense of 
futility in their souls. 

So the world without Christ is filled 
with frustrated scientists, who have 
preached and practiced the dogma 
that the knowledge of things that can 
be weighed and measured and touched 
and seen is the only satisfying goal 
of the human mind and heart, but 
who, when they are honest, admit that 
an unsatiable hunger remains within 
them for a knowledge and a love that 
is not bound by material dimensions 
at all. 

So the world without Christ is filled 
with frustrated juveniles, to whom 
their frustrated elders give the name 
of “delinquents,” who have been de- 
prived from the moment their minds 
awakened of the knowledge of any 
goal worth pursuing other than the 
ones their strong young passions sug- 
gest, and who, whether they end in 
jail or remain free, are the most bit- 
terly frustrated individuals in the 
world. 


But to the Christian, the man or 
woman, the boy or girl, who knows 
what Christmas really means, these 
hopeless frustrations are unknown. Of 
course they too have desires that can- 


not be fulfilled, and disappointments 
and sorrows throughout life. But they 
have learned from Christ that there 
is a purpose and a plan in all the un- 
fulfilled desires of every human being 
in this world; that they are related to 
a destiny made known and possible 
by Christ, in which all the yearnings 
of the human heart will be eternally 
fulfilled. 

You can really appreciate Christ- 
mas, therefore, by imagining how 
final and irrevocable would be your 
disappointments and frustrations in 
this world, if you had never heard 
how Christ explained them and prom- 
ised to lead you, if you follow Him, 
to a place where there will be no sor- 
row or parting or disappointment any 
more. 


3. World of War 

There is nobody in the world who 
would not go on record as hating war. 
There is nobody, even among the most 
military-minded dictators, who does 
not proclaim himself to be on the side 
of those who love peace and who 
work for peace. 

Yet the peoples of the world do 
not seem to be able to remain at peace 
for very long periods of time. Why? 
What leads men to act contrary to 
their protestations of love of peace 
and hatred of war, and to set out to 
kill or enslave one another? The an- 
swer is to be found in just three things. 
They are the human inclinations of 
pride, greed, anger. Men fight against 
their fellow-men (and this holds as 
much for a street-corner brawl as for 
a world-wide war) either for power 
and dominance over others (pride), 
or for hatred and revenge against real 
or fancied injuries inflicted upon them 
by others, or to take by force ma- 
terial things possessed by their neigh- 
bors. 
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That the world is not constantly in 
a state of war, that individuals are 
able to get along at all with their 
neighbors, their competitors in busi- 
ness, their fellow-employees, is due 
solely to the fact that they become 
capable of resisting their own inclina- 
tions of pride, greed and anger. To 
the extent that these are resisted, there 
is peace in society; whenever and 
wherever they are permitted to sway 
individuals, representing only them- 
selves or representing groups, organi- 
zations, nations, war in one form or 
another breaks out. 


But what are the only real deter- 
rents to the unleashing of these forces 
in human nature? They are the exam- 
ple of Christ, the teaching of Christ, 
the promises of Christ, the threats of 
Christ, the grace of Christ, the love 
of Christ. Give all the credit you wish 
to the gentility and respectability that 
abhor war, to softness of tempera- 
ment, to the natural motives that some 
men advance for outlawing war, and 
it will still be true that the only power 
that accomplishes that end is the pow- 
er of Christ transferred to the hearts 
of men who love Him. It may even 
be said that those who work consci- 
entiously to avert wars without admit- 
ting or observing any allegiance to 
Christ are acting on an overflow of the 
power of Christ from the hearts of 
those who believe in and follow Him. 

Without Christ, therefore, acting 
through the followers whom He em- 
powers to resist pride, greed and an- 
ger, the world would never have even 
a breathing-spell from war. It is bad 
enough now, when men and nations 
are able to hold in their passions for 
periods of ten, twenty or fifty years, 
before new wars break out. But if no- 
body believed in the immortality and 
dignity of man that Christ came to 


establish, if nobody looked forward to 
the heaven Christ came to make pos- 
sible for those who deny themselves, 
if nobody observed the rules that 
Christ laid down for overcoming per- 
sonal pride, greed and anger, if no- 
body sought or used the transforming 
graces that Christ merited for the 
world, then pride, greed and anger 
would continually be declaring private, 
local, civil and international wars. 

But that is not all that can and 
must be said about Christ’s relation- 
ship to war among men. It is true 
that if all men believed in Christ and 
followed Christ and suppressed their 
inclinations of pride and greed and 
anger for the love of Christ, there 
would never be any wars among men. 
But not all men do believe in and 
follow Christ. Therefore wars do 
break out, and when they do, they in- 
volve both the good and the bad, the 
Christian and the non-Christian in 
heartache, suffering and agony. 

Without Christ to explain this, 
there is no explanation. Without 
Christ to give any purpose to it, the 
suffering innocent are usually induced 
to join hands with the guilty, and to 
let their passions of pride, greed and 
anger begin to rule them. 


But from Christ one learns that 
all suffering, in war or outside of war, 
may be borne with patience as a part 
of the price men are asked to pay for 
an inconceivable heaven. From Christ 
and His own cruel death, the innocent 
sufferers from war (if any besides chil- 
dren can call themselves truly inno- 
cent) can help to merit forgiveness 
for the victims of pride, greed and 
anger who start and carry on wars. 
From Christ all His followers learn 
that war is not the ultimate evil, nor 
untimely death, nor torture and mar- 
tyrdom; the only ultimate evil is the 
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death, even of one’s enemy, in a state from a world of uncertainty, a world 
of rebellion against God. of frustration, a world of war. Make 
af it that by making Christ truly your 

Make this Christmas your escape way, your truth, your life. 


Christmas Trees 


How did the evergreen come to be so closely associated with the Christ- 
mas spirit? According to many authorities, when northern Europe was still 
pagan, evergreens in the home during the winter festival indicated hospitality 
to the spirits and fairies haunting the leafless forests. St. Boniface, who 
preached in northern Germany and converted many of these pagans, gave 
the custom a Christian symbolism. He chose the evergreen as a symbol of the 
birth of Christ, the ever-living, everlasting God. 


Christmas Gifts 


The custom of gift-giving at Christmas certainly stems from early devo- 
tion to the three Magi, who brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to 
the Infant Saviour. That is why in many Catholic countries, particularly among 
the Spanish-speaking peoples, Epiphany, the feast of the three kings, cele- 
brated on January 6th, is the day for gifts, and the Nativity of Christ on 
December 25th is a day devoted to religious observance. 


Merry Christmas 
To a Cloistered Nun 


You’ve locked yourself behind a cross-marked door 
And o’er the wall have thrown the key away; 
The world will never know you any more, 
But every morn you'll wake to Christmas day. 


The little bell will signal at the Mass, 

Your head, like Mary’s veiled, in silence bend; 
The consecration’s moment swiftly pass 

And leave the new-born God for you to tend. 


You are the shepherds, while the inns are filled, 

You the lone watchers, while the travellers play; 
For you time stops, all clamors have been stilled— 

With you Christ in His crib will always stay. 

e 

O pray for us, torn between angels’ songs 

And music that is preface but to tears; 
That, though we linger mid the restless throngs, 

We yet may give Him our remaining years. 

D. F. M. 
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How To Make Christmas Last 


How long a life will you be given? How long is eternity? That’s how long 


Christmas should live in your heart. 


Francis M. Lee 


THERE MIGHT HAVE been one 
more name in the Christmas hymns, 
the name of the man who had opened 
his door to Mary and Joseph that 
night. But no one did, and, each year, 
as the warmth and glow of all that 
is Christmas begins to steal again upon 
our hearts, we like to think, “Ah, if 
only I had been there! My gates would 
have stood wide for Him.” 

It is in fine accord with traditional 
sentiment that we thus seasonally 
weep for bliss that humanity knelt for 
Divinity’s kiss, and the Word is made 
Flesh. But there are three hundred and 
sixty-four other days besides Christ- 
mas, and, for the greater part, Christ 
has to knock until Bethlehem is a 
shambles within us. And we let Him 
knock until the next Christmas, when 
again we shall be inexorably choked 
up with emotion over His birth. 

This is not the season for cynicism, 
as Dickens’s Christmas Tale should 
remind all men and this writer. But 
we do make Christmas such a one- 
day affair. The Infant looks out upon 


us to say, “I have loved you with an’ 


everlasting love.” Not just for a 
Christmas morning, but from the be- 
ginning without beginning I have 
loved you. Today is only a moment 
of my love for you, a moment out of 
an eternity of loving, a moment ex- 
tending from this crib to My cross, a 
moment wherein I merely externalize 
My love for you. 

And what have we to answer to such 
long-range planning as that? Perhaps 
this is our answer: to realize that the 
crib is not the emblem of our salva- 
tion. The cross is. Our love may begin 


here this morning in the stable of 
Bethlehem, but our long-range plan- 
ning must be under the cross. We be- 
gin here, where Mary lifts Him to her 
immaculate breast, but we shall carry 
on where He is lifted up by men, on 
the cross. 

“And I, if I be lifted up, shall draw 
all things to Myself.” 

Christmas is beautiful in our souls 
only if it is the beginning, not the end, 
of our loyalty to Him. Otherwise it 
remains tinsel, turkey, and a cold eval- 
uation of just how much that leather- 
ette purse cost Aunt Maggie. 

The crib drew the shepherds, the 
kings. The hills were laved in moon- 
light and the angels enchanted the 
stars with their song. It was nice to be 
there. But there were no shepherds or 
kings on Calvary, no angels sang, and 
the only hill was set in dark eclipse 
as nature stood aghast at what these 
little clay creatures were doing to their 
God. Yes, it would be on Calvary that 
this young God would make His 
stand, and there we, too, shall discover 
at last the nature and the depth of the 
emotions that we courted on Christ- 
mas morning; there find a crucible to 
test the love and loyalty we swore to 
the Infant Prince; there find the awful 
price of being utterly unselfish to Him. 
And there make mockery or truth out 
of those words: 

“And I, if I be lifted up, shall draw 
all things to Myself.” 

Of course, the company of desert- 
ers from beneath the cross was as elite 
then as it is today. It is not child’s 
play. 

Peter was gone. He was crying out 
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his heart on the slopes of Olivet, Peter, 
just ordained a priest; Peter, in the 
aftermath of his first Holy Commun- 
ion; Peter, the future pope, was gone. 
Oh, he would come back, the relent- 
less scourge of his Master, but we are 
just trying to remember the price of 
the rather enduring loyalty this Child 
wants of us. 

Judas was swinging out, a dead 
carcass, over the hills of Jerusalem. 
The apostle Judas had just received 
his first Holy Communion. It is pos- 
sible to betray this Infant. 

There are eleven empty places be- 
neath the cross. Missing are eleven 
apostles who once pledged loyalty to 
Christ as we would pledge it this 
Christmas morning. 

And He hangs there with that beat- 
en hope in His Heart: 

“And I, if I be lifted up, I shall 
draw all things to Myself.” 


Christmas is a wonderful time to 
build the substructure for a life of 
love and loyalty to our Lord. We see 
where it can take us. We watch a Saint 
Francis Xavier, dying on a lone island, 
yet weeping because he could not 
reach the next shore and bring more 
pagan souls to his Master. There was 
nothing human about that out there. 


Francis was born to the tangible as * 


are we, his human self wanted the 
comforts of hearth and home as do 
we, but the love of God was alive in 
his heart, and obstacles were made 
simply to be overcome, not to absorb 
one like a juggernaut. 

We go all the way back to the room 
of the Last Supper, and watch there 
on the first Pentecost morning. Here 
are these same dispirited apostles, par- 
alyzed with fear, hiding from the 
hatred of Jerusalem and the power of 
Rome. There had been a price on the 
head of their Master; there might well 


The Liguorian 


be a price on their own. They had 
preached His doctrine, and He had 
been put to death for that doctrine. 
And then, crashing through and crush- 
ing out everything human, the Spirit 
of the love of God, the Holy Spirit 
that is the love of God, swept through 
that room like a devouring fire that 
grew incarnate, a flaming tongue, over 
each of them. And now watch these 
men! They are out upon the streets of 
Jerusalem; they are up in the pulpits 
of the Jews; they are crying out that 
a God has been crucified, and the 
tears of their great new love mingle 
with the waters of baptism that they 
pour upon the thousands who come 
to them. 

It is simple to talk around the love 
of God for us. It would rock the 
foundations of finite limitations to ex- 
plain it. Let us just say that the love 
that God gave to the married can 
know moments of physical ecstasy, and 
concomitantly, some ecstasy of soul. 
Yet, who fashioned those two hearts 
and made their warmth and affection 
and union at all possible? Nothing es- 
capes the creative Hand of God. 
Whatever of love and beauty and de- 
light is there, He alone put there. What 
He gives to the married, that drop of 
love from His Own abyss, He gives to 
them for a great purpose. But then 
He turns to the individual, to you, 
and now this whole abyss of love and 
delight pours out into those words, “I 
have loved YOU with an everlasting 
love!” The great God loves you! This 
God, Who must always act as the com- 
plete God, Who can do nothing half- 
way, loves you with all the burning, 
ravenous, consuming love of a God! 
No wonder Saint Mary Magalene de 
Pazzi ran through her convent, as one 
almost insane, crying out, “Jesus 
Christ loves me!” 

And there He is in the crib. 
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Has it been a one-sided love? Do 
you remember the day in the temple 
when someone asked Him which is the 
greatest commandment, and the dear 
inhesitancy with which He pleaded? 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with thy whole heart, and with thy 
whole soul, and with thy whole 
strength, and with thy whole mind!” 

He is there in the crib this morning 
to remind us that He would not ask 
for all that unless He gave it first. 

“IT have loved you first.” 

To be loved with all the heart of a 
God! The mind of a God! The strength 
of a God! At the moment, His arms 
have the fey smallness of a baby, but 
they will grow to fit the cross, and 
then He will stretch them out on the 
wood for us, and think of us as they 
are smashed through with spikes. “I 
have loved you first!” 

The cross puts the real halo of love 
around the crib. 

And now, what of us? Well, what is 
really so strange about our loving 
God? Is it strange for a child to run 
to the open arms of his father? What 
is this love for God that left no drab 
moment in the lives of the saints, and 
which we seem so bent on never 
knowing during our lives? (One really 
should get in practice, because all 
heaven is a delightful, eternal exchang- 
ing of love with God.) 

What is this love for God? 

Well, for one thing, no special ap- 
paratus has to be tacked on to the 
human heart in order to love Him. We 
have all the equipment that we need, 
all that the great saints had. We will 
love God with that which makes us 
human, our soul. And that soul has 
only two ways of going into action. 
The soul can know things, and then 
we say that the mind is working; the 
soul can want things, and then we say 
that the will is working. That is all 


that there is to it; the soul goes into 
action either by knowing through the 
mind, or wanting through the will. 
(Of course, the will can also say, “I 
don’t want!’’) 

We love God through our will. Let’s 
take a look at human love. When the 
young man is courting the young lady, 
he may cleverly find out what she 
likes to do, where she likes to go, and 
so on. In other words, he finds out her 
will in the matter, and makes his sug- 
gestions accordingly. Without men- 
tioning the word “love,” he is showing 
her his love. He is telling her that he 
wants what she wants; his desire is to 
discover the will of his beloved, and 
to match his will with hers. Her wishes 
are the measuring rod of his wishes. 
She sees the sacrifice of his will ‘to 
hers, and she knows that she is loved. 
It may be only the beginning, but after 
twenty years of marriage, he will still 
have to seek out her will if he wishes 
to show his love. 

And so it is with this Infant. To 
prove our love for Him, we seek out 
His desires and wants, and use them 
for a measuring rod of our own wish- 
es. We may never mention the word 
“Jove,” but after all, God started love 
and He knows it when He sees it. So 
now we have our will ready for Him. 
What does He want? Actually, there 
are some things that He wants so 
much that He wrote them across our 
hearts. We call them the ten com- 
mandments. The saints did not con- 
quer a temptation toward impurity just 
in order to stay out of hell; to them it 
was an act of love, a chance to lay 
down their will beside His, and prove 
their love. And a housewife should 
not sweep a floor just to get it swept; 
let her sweep it because God made 
her a housewife, and this is His Will 
— a clean floor. And as she sweeps 
it, she basks in His Presence, uniting 
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her will to His. This woman is in love 
with God. And so is the man at his 
bench or office or in the fields, if that 
man is doing his work primarily be- 
cause God wants him to, and he is 
far from vain if he shows off his skill 
to the watching God, by turning in a 
perfect piece of work. And the en- 
gaging part of it all is that this type 
of love does not depend on our feel- 
ings, the current weather, nor on 
which side of the bed we rose that 
morning. This will of ours sits up 
there in its private little ivory tower, 
and goes right on doing things God’s 
way, uniting itself to Him, no matter 
what is going on in the other depart- 
ments. 

Nor is this a phantasy. The Infant 
was not given to phantasy, and His 
whole life would revolve around the 


one same idea, “I have come down, ° 


not to do my own will, but the Will 
of Him that sent Me.” 

He would spend over thirty years in 
a quiet little cottage in Nazareth, and 
only His own family would know that 
He was on earth. Yet, He had come 
down to found a Church. Why was He 
not out amongst the people, working 
miracles, bringing them to His Feet 
by the thousands? Why did this living 
Perfection of all genius spend so many 
years of His young manhood hidden 
away, learning a quiet trade, when all 
the time the harvest of souls was ripe 
beyond His doorway? Because His 
Father wanted Him there in the cot- 
tage, and love is proved by uniting 
one’s will, be it Christ’s or yours, to 
the Will of God the Father. And thé 
vindication would come on the day 
that Our Lord was baptized, after all 
those thirty years of unspectacular liv- 
ing. His Father would lean from His 
heaven and set the seal of approval 
on Him, (and on all who quietly live 
out their lives for God in some little 
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home, some little corner of the 
world): 

“This is My beloved Son, in Whom 
I am well pleased.” 

And He didn’t even have a convert 
yet. 

When God wanted Him to go out 
and preach, He would go. When God 
wanted Him to die on a cross, He 
would be there and die. But the most 
important thing done on Good Friday 
was the Will of God. 

Such, then, is our dignity. That, just 
as the Almighty had a certain Will, a 
certain plan for His own Child, so He 
has a certain Will for us. It is shaped 
out for us, and no one else. Following 
out that Will, that plan, will give our 
every action value, purpose, meaning, 
merit, and above all, can suffuse our 
every action with love. 

So thus it is that our lives focus 
out from the crib this Christmas morn- 
ing. “God is love,” says Saint John. 
And because love is a thing that bub- 
bles over, God wanted millions and 
millions of people so that He might 
love them all. So He made them, made 
them so beautiful in His Own Image 
that they were worthy to be loved by 
a God. But because He wanted no 
slavery, He made them free, and then 
He put Himself, as it were, down on 
the level with every last temptation, 
pleading with His people to choose 
Him instead of sin. And all life is a 
choosing between Him, His way, His 
Will, and ours. 

It does mean the cross for us, but 


‘the cross was not the end of the road; 


the grave was not the end of the road. 
The end of the road was this tiny 
Babe, rising gloriously on the first 
Easter morning, crying back to us who 
follow: 

“I am the Resurrection and the 
Life; he that believeth in Me shall live 
forever.” 














Mathias Huber 


For Advent 

O Sun of justice, Jesus, Splendor 
of the Light Eternal, come to us and 
dispel from our hearts the darkness 
of sin. 

Christ, our King, our Savior, come 
and save us. O Lord, our God, open 
wide our heavenly home; lead us along 
the way to heaven; guard us from all 
evil. 

O my God, I put my trust in You. 
Show me, O Lord, Your ways and let 
me walk hand in hand with You. 

e 


Come to us, O Lord, with all Your 
living power and save us by Your pro- 
tection from the threatening dangers 
of sin. Show us, O Lord, Your mercy 
and grant us salvation. 

Now is the hour for us to rise from 
sleep. For now our salvation is at 
hand. The night is passing and the 
day is near. Let us cast off the works 
of darkness and put on the garments 
of light. 

May we receive Your mercy, O 
God, that with proper honor we may 
prepare for the approaching solemnity 
of our redemption. 

O Jesus, Creator of the stars, eter- 
nal light of the faithful, our Redeemer, 
hear our prayers. Your love for us 
brought You down to us on earth, 


Prayers for a Happy Christmas 


Adapted from the liturgy and from traditional Christmas hymns 


that we might not be deceived by the 
trickery of the devil. To make satisfac- 
tion for our sins, You became man, to 
be able to die upon the cross. We beg 
of You, Great Judge of the last day, 
let not the riches of Your sufferings 
be wasted on us, but defend us by 
Your cross from our enemies and 
strengthen us with weapons of heav- 
enly grace. 


Behold, the Lord will come, and all 
His saints with Him; and the day of 
His coming will be a day of great light. 
Behold, the great Lord is coming, and 
He will rebuild His kingdom in our 
hearts. The Lord will come from His 
high heaven and His light will bring 
brightness to all the world. 

Hail, Mary! Full of grace! The Lord 
is with thee. Blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit will come to thee, 
and the power of the most high God 
will overshadow thee. For He who 
will be born of thee will be called the 
Son of God. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray 
for us sinners now and at the hour of 
our death. 

e 


O God, Who hast willed that Thy 
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Son should take flesh in the womb of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary at the word 
of an angel, grant that we Thy chil- 
dren, who believe that she is the true 
Mother of God, may always be as- 
sisted by her prayers before Thy 
throne, through the same Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son. 

We beg of Thee, Almighty God, to 
give us a strong faith, so that we who 
believe Thy Son to be true God and 
man, may by His coming to redeem 
us, be admitted to the eternal happi- 
ness of heaven. 

O God, Father of all, give us, Thy 
family, the desire of meeting, by our 
good deeds, Thy -Son, Christ Our 
Lord. . 

O Jesus, Son of God, come in Thy 
mercy and save Thy people on the 
day of Thy birth. In Thy compassion 
deliver us from the anxieties and fears 
of this present time. 

s 

Be happy in the Lord, my soul, and 
rejoice. The Lord is now near. Come, 
let us adore Him. 

O dear Mother of Jesus! You 
brought peace to angels and men by 
giving birth to Christ. Pray for us to 
your Son that He may be merciful to 
us and give us His assistance. 

* 

There is a voice of one crying in 
the wilderness: Prepare the way of the 
Lord! Make straight His paths! Every 
valley shall be filled, and every moun- 
tain and hill shall be brought low; and 
the crooked shall be made straight and 
the rough ways plain; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of the Lord. 

Christmas Eve 

Sanctify yourselves this day and be 
ready, for tomorrow you shall see the 
majesty of God among you. This day 
you shall know that the Lord will 
come. 

Stand firm. You will feel the 
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strength of God come upon you. Do 
not fear; the Lord will be with you. 

Prepare yourselves. Tomorrow the 
Lord will come and take away your 
weakness. He will rule over you as the 
Savior of the world. Tomorrow you 
will see His glory. 

Grant, O Almighty God, that we, 
who celebrate the eve of the adorable 
birth of Thy Son, may one day receive 
with joy His eternal rewards. 

Christmas Day 

This day a light shall shine upon 
us, for the Lord is born to us. He 
shall be called Wonderful, God, the 
Prince of Peace of whose reign there 
shall be no end. 

The Lord said to Me: Thou art My 
Son; this day have I begotten Thee. 

And it came to pass that when Mary 
and Joseph were in Bethlehem, she 
brought forth her first-born Son and 
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and 
laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were shepherds watching 
their flocks in a field nearby. And be- 
hold, an angel of the Lord stood by 
them, and the brightness of God ap- 
peared around them, and they were 
afraid. 

The angel said to them: Do not be 
afraid, for I bring you a message of 
great joy that shall come to all people. 
For this day is born to you a Savior 
Who is Christ, the Lord. 

e 


While all things were in deep silence 
and the night was in the midst of her 
course, the Almighty Son of God came 
down from heaven from His royal 
throne. 

O little town of Bethlehem! How 
still we see thee lie. Above thy deep 
and dreamless sleep, the silent stars 
go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the Everlasting Light. The hopes and 
fears of all the years are met in thee 
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tonight. , 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant, come ye to Bethlehem and 
see the King of Angels lying in a 
manger. O come, let us adore Him. 
Then lift up your heads and rejoice. 
Your Redeemer has come. 

e 

And the shepherds said to each 
other: Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this great wonder that has 
come to pass which the Lord has made 
known to us. 

O shepherds at the crib, Whom have 
you seen? Tell us, announce to us Who 
has appeared. 

We have seen the child and the 
chorus of angels praising God. Today 
a little Child is born to us, and He 
shall be called God, the Strong. 

And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. Come all ye faithful. 
Come, let us adore Him. Glory to 


God in the highest and on earth peace 
to men of good will. 

O silent night! O holy night! Kneel 
before the King of Glory on this morn, 
and repeat to all the story of a won- 
drous Savior born. Glory to God in 
the highest! And the mountains, in 
reply, send the echo back again. 
Glory! Glory! Glory! 

O little town of Bethlehem! O little 
Savior of the world! 

While all things were in deep silence 
and the night was~in the midst of her 
course, the Almighty Son of God be- 
came a little child for me. 

e 

How silently, how silently the Won- 
drous Gift is given! So God imparts to 
human hearts the blessings of His 
heaven. No ear may hear His coming. 
But in this world of sin, when meek 
souls will receive Him still, the dear 
Christ enters in. 


Christmas Holly 
The use of holly at Christmas derives from pagan times. Sacred to the 
Druids, ancient pagan priests, holly was believed to possess the power of 
driving away evil spirits; therefore it was hung over doors and in windows. 
Because, however, it bore fruit in winter, holly became a symbol of immor- 
tality, and most appropriately, of Christmas. 


Merry Christmas 
From a Wife to Her Husband 


They say that love is always doomed to fade 
Like all the pretty things that man has made. 


They say that married couples grow apart 
Despite the warmth that once inflamed each heart. 


Say what they will (and weak though nature be), 
Love can be boundless as infinity, 


If in His love, Who’s infinite, it lives, 
And with His strength its freedom ever gives. 


This is His birthday. May He give my life 
Its joy, its strength, its fullness, as “your wife.” 


D. F. M. 
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“Platonic” Friendships 


Problem: What is the morality of friendships between men and women 
in which no so-called romance or intention of marriage is involved? Is it 
possible, without sin, for a woman in business to have as a close friend a 
married man who takes dinner with her about twice a week, confides his 
personal and domestic problems to her, asks her advice, etc.? Ordinarily 
nothing “romantic” happens at these meetings, and both persons abhor the 
thought of any infidelity of the husband to his wife. 


Solution: Friendship between two human beings is glowingly praised even 
in the inspired Bible, and that it can exist between a man and a woman who 
cannot, or who have no intention to marry, and who are practically in no 
danger of falling into sin through the friendship, cannot be denied. But some 
very serious restrictions must be set down regarding the manifestations of 
such “Platonic” friendships. (“Platonic” friendship or love has always been 
defined as that between men and women in which no sexual attractions or 
inclinations whatsoever are experienced or tolerated.) 


First restriction: No married man can take a single woman out to dinner 
twice a week and confide his personal problems to her without grave injus- 
tice to his wife. By these twice a week tete-a-tetes he is doing the equivalent 
of keeping company with the woman and company-keeping is seriously for- 
bidden to married men. A married man may have good friends among single 
women; on occasion he may look to them for advice or encouragement or 
help in facing some problem; but he may not seek the companionship of any 
one of them as a regular thing without sin. 


Second restriction: Even after regular dates with a single woman have been 
excluded, a married man must still seriously mistrust his capacity for purely 
“Platonic” friendship with a single woman, and her capacity for keeping her 
friendship with him on that plane. The simple truth is that human nature loves 
to deceive itself and to lie to itself all along the way that leads to serious 
sin. Therefore a married man who really wants to be faithful to his wife 
must practice a certain detachment, in thought, in word, in deed, from every 
one of his inclinations to friendship with women other than his wife. If he 
does not, he will first find himself in danger, and then in sin. 

These principles, given from the viewpoint of the married man apply equal- 
ly to single women in regard to their relationship with married men. 
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The Angels 


of 
Bethlehem 











The Christmas scene becomes even more 
appealing when we speculate on who the 
angels were that sang over the stable, how 
many there were, and of what grades or 
orders. 


Louis G. Miller 


Ce 

_— has been a great 
deal written about Christmas,” said 
my guest, the Theologian, “some of it 
fact and much of it fiction. Take it 
all together and put it in one place, 
and you’d doubtless have enough to 
fill the Library of Congress.” 

He paused to light his pipe, and I 
waited patiently. I knew the Theolo- 
gian well enough to recognize that his 
words were by way of preface or in- 
troduction to a discussion. 

“Yet I don’t recall,” he said finally, 
when he had gotten his pipe to the 
point of throwing off smoke like a 
small Vesuvius, “that there is much 
said or written about the angels who 
take such a prominent role in the 
Christmas story.” 

I settled back in my chair comfort- 
ably. It was the day prior to Christmas 
Eve, we had just had our supper, and 
now we sat before the fire crackling 
cozily in the grate. The Theologian 
(who had come to help me with the 
pastoral duties in my parish over 
Christmas) looked at peace with him- 
self and with the world. We had an 


hour before we were scheduled to hear 
confessions, and knowing the wisdom 
of my guest, I hoped I would be free 
of interruptions long enough to hear 
him hold forth. 

“Now of course,” he went on, “any 
discussion of the angels can in the 
very nature of things be concerned 
only partly with certainties, and must 
largely expend itself in speculation. 
Not very much has been revealed to 
us by God about these bright spirits, 
citizens of another world. We know 
that they exist in great numbers; we 
know what kind of beings they are, 
and we have the names of a few of 
them recorded in the Bible in connec- 
tion with some special service render- 
ed to men. For the rest, we have only 
a series of tantalizing hints. One of 
the incidental joys of heaven will sure- 
ly be to learn at first hand the con- 
stitution and immense variety of the 
angelic world.” 

I murmured assent, and waited for 
the Theologian to relight his pipe. 

“Now then,” he said briskly, fixing 
me with the beady eye usually re- 
served for his students in class, “tell 
me, young man, what actually do we 
know of the angels of Bethlehem?” 

“That’s easy,” I said. “They break 
into the picture along with the shep- 
herds. They announced the birth of 
the Saviour to the shepherds, and sang 
His praise.” 


The Theologian had taken a copy 
of the New Testament from the book- 
stand beside his chair. 

“Nothing can surpass,” he said, “to 
my way of thinking, the simple beauty 
of that scene as described by St. Luke, 
who must have had the details at first 
hand. 

“And there were shepherds in the 
same district living in the fields and 
keeping watch over their flock by 
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night. And behold, an angel of the 
Lord stood by them and the glory of 
God shone round about them, and 
they feared exceedingly. And the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for 
behold I bring you good news of great 
joy which shall be to all the people; 
for today in the town of David a 
Saviour has been born to you, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign to you: you will find an infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and ly- 
ing in a manger.’ And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and say- 


ing: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and. 


on earth peace among men of good 
will.’ 

“Now you will notice,” the Theolo- 
gian said, “that the cast of characters 
in that scene remains unidentified so 
far as any name is concerned. Yet I 
think we can be reasonably sure who 
the angel of good tidings was.” 

“We can?” 

“Yes, yes. There was one angel who 
was so intimately connected with the 
great event of God’s becoming man 
that he is known as the angel of the 
Incarnation.” 

“Gabriel!” 

“Certainly. You will recall from St. 
Luke that it was Gabriel who appear- 
ed to Zachary in the temple and told 
him that his wife Elizabeth, even in 
her old age, would have a child, ‘who 
would prepare for the Lord a perfect 
people,’ and he was to be called John. 
This was of course St. John the Bap- 
tist, whose story is so closely con- 
nected with the Incarnation. 

“Then a few months later the angel 
appeared again (in both cases St. 
Luke identifies him as Gabriel) in the 
beautiful scene of the Annunciation, 
and as a consequence of his glorious 
mission, so well performed, God be- 
came man in Mary’s womb, and the 
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great plan of our redemption was set 
in motion.” 

“And you think this same Gabriel 
was the angel of the good tidings to 
the shepherds?” 

“IT don’t attach any theological cer- 
tainty to it, but I think it very possible. 
I think it very probable too that it 
was Gabriel who appeared to Joseph 
to reassure him about Mary’s condi- 
tion, and then later on to warn him 
against Herod.” 

“Sounds reasonable to me. Let’s 
suppose that Gabriel was the leader 
and spokesman of the Bethlehem an- 
gels. What else can we deduce about 
them?” 

“I’m inclined to think that all the 
angelic armies were represented. 
There are nine of these armies or 
groups, or choirs, as they are some- 
times called, whose names are found 
in scattered passages throughout the 
Bible, and very early in Christian his- 
tory all available information on the 
subject had been gathered together by 
Christian writers. Can you tell me the 
names of any of the angelic groups?” 

“Well, let me see, there are the 
Seraphim and Cherubim.” 

“And add to them the Thrones, and 
you have the three highest choirs, 
forming what theologians call the first 
hierarchy of angels. The angels of this 
hierarchy are closest to God, and it 
seems to be their special function to 
consume themselves without being 
consumed in love and praise and ador- 
ation of God. The next grouping in- 
cludes the Dominations, Virtues and 
Powers, whose existence seems to be 
connected in a mysterious way with 
the external reflection of the divine 
attributes. We know very little about 
them except their names, but it is in- 
teresting to reflect that since there is 
such infinite variety among living 
things and human beings on earth, one 
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may expect to find that same variety 
in heaven among the angels. There 
must be tremendous differences be- 
tween the various groups, and even 
between individual angels, just as no 
two people are alike here on earth.” 
“You said there were nine choirs 
of angels, but so far you have only 
mentioned six. What are the others?” 
“The remaining groups are the ones 
which in God’s plan seem to be most 
closely connected with human affairs. 
The first choir of this third hierarchy 
of angels is made up of the Principali- 
ties, whose special function it seems 
to be to act as patrons and protectors 
of nations and places and organiza- 
tions. The prophet Daniel refers to 
one of these angels as the ‘prince of 
the kings of the Persians,’ and it is a 
Catholic tradition that such angelic 
protectors are assigned by God to 
every human work of importance. 
“Then there are the Archangels, de- 
scribed by one of their own number, 
Raphael, in the book of Job as the 
‘seven who stand before the Lord.’ 
They appear to be the immediate 
chiefs or ‘generals’ of the army of 
angels just below them in rank. Sev- 
eral of these archangels we know by 
name, and indeed they play an im- 
portant role in human affairs. Michael, 
for instance, was the leader of the good 
angels in that great primeval battle 
which saw the rebellious angels cast 
out of heaven, a struggle which St. 
John saw in retrospect and records 
in the Apocalypse. But besides, he is, 
according to the prophet Daniel, the 
‘great prince who standeth for the chil- 
dren of the people,’ and in a mysteri- 
ous passage in the epistle of St. Jude, 
he is pictured as ‘disputing with Satan 
over the body of Moses,’ doubtless 
protecting the honor of God and the 


welfare of His people. The Church | 


regards Michael as her especially ap- 


pointed angelic patron, and requires 
us to pray for his intercession after 
every low Mass.” 

“I can add something here, even 
in my ignorance,” I said. “The arch- 
angel Raphael, whose name you have 
already mentioned, plays an important 
role in the book of Tobias, that 
charming Old Testament account of 
how a young man found himself a 
good wife.” 

“That’s right. And of course we 
have already spoken of Gabriel, the 
‘angel of the Incarnation.’ Perhaps we 
shall learn some day that Gabriel was 
appointed as the guardian angel of 
Christ Himself.” 

“And speaking of guardian angels, 
they are drawn from the ninth, or 
lowest category of angelic spirits, are 
they not?” 

“That is the tradition which has 
come down to us. This ninth group 
has no special title, so we use the 
generic term of ‘angels.’ There must 
be uncounted billions of them if they 
are to fulfill their duties as protectors 
of individual human beings. As Christ 
said, speaking of the little children, 
‘their angels see the face of the Fa- 
ther in heaven.’ These guardian angels 
of ours try to lead and inspire us to 
what is good; they act as a counter- 
balance to the evil spirits to whom it 
is permitted to tempt and try us as 
part of our struggle to merit heaven.” 

“You said a little while ago that in 
your opinion all of these angelic choirs 
were represented in the Bethlehem 
angelic host on Christmas Eve. Can 
you give any reason for your opin- 
ion?” 

“Yes, I believe I can. There is a 
tradition which has come down to us 
from the early Christian Fathers that 
the revolt of the angels in heaven was 
somehow or other connected with the 
Incarnation of the Son of God. It is 
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thought that the mystery of the future 
Incarnation may have been revealed 
to the angels, and that they were re- 
quired to pay homage to the second 
divine Person in His human nature. 
This, some of them, led by Lucifer, 
refused to do, being unwilling in their 
pride to humble themselves before a 
Godhead united to a nature inferior 
to their own. 

“This view finds corroboration in 
the words of Christ addressed to his 
Jewish enemies: ‘You are of your fa- 
ther, the devil, and the desires of your 
father you will do.’ The enemies of 
Christ rejected Him, and their father 
the devil had previously rejected Him, 
and thus brought about his ruin.” 

“I have heard that theory,” I said. 
“But what has that got to do with 
Bethlehem?” 

“Well, after all, doesn’t it seem log- 
ical that if the Incarnation had been 
such a source of triumph and happi- 
ness for the angels, that a very repre- 
sentative group would be on hand to 
render praise and adoration? We may 
suppose that at the time of their test- 
ing, the wave of revolt ran through 
all nine choirs. Lucifer, the leader of 
the rebellion, was a member of the 
Seraphim, and indeed, we are told, the 
very highest of that high group. Hence 
it seems fitting that representatives of 


all nine choirs join in the hymn of 
praise to the new-born king of heaven 
and earth: ‘Glory to God in the high- 
est and on earth peace to men of 
good will.’ ” 

“Sounds reasonable enough.” 

“Especially on hand, of course, 
were the Principalities, Archangels 
and Angels. What a wonderful assem- 
bly it must have been! The glorious 
protectors of all past and future king- 
doms and nations, including the 
United States. The seven Archangels 
in their beauty and dignity. And then 
the host of guardian angels. Those 
who had protected the Old Testament 
heroes and holy men — Moses and 
Abraham and David and the others. 
Then doubtless the guardian angels of 
the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph, and the 
shepherds themselves — their angels 
also must have joined in the song. And 
then there were the angels of future 
generations as yet unborn — perhaps 
even yours and mine, although it 
doubtless ill becomes us to pretend 
that our lives would deserve it.” 

“It’s a magnificent thought,” I said. 
“And now it is time to go to church 
and gladden the guardian angels wait- 
ing there for us with their charges, by 
shriving those same charges and mak- 
ing their souls clean and pure for the 
coming of the Infant King tomorrow.” 





Christmas Wish 
May you not be rich, 
But always poor, 
As Christ was poor. 
And may you not complain 
Of poverty’s pain, 
Knowing that truly thus 
You can say of Christ: 
He was one of us! 


LGM 
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The Unwanted Baby 


A picture of a man’s mind who has learned to fear shadows, only to find that 
the reality is something to break his heart with joy. 


Ernest F. Miller 


Te young man was scared 
when they told him that his wife was 
going to have a baby. He did not want 
her to have a baby, even though there 
would be nothing physically or men- 
tally wrong with the baby, like a club 
foot or a hair lip or an affected brain, 
even though the baby would be per- 
fect in every respect. 

And yet, here he was, on Christmas 
eve, in the waiting room of the hos- 
pital, waiting for that very thing to 
happen — waiting for his wife to have 
a baby. Christmas eve, any Christmas 
eve, and the birth of a baby, the birth 
of any baby, go together. They have 
a natural affinity for one another ever 
since that one great Baby was born on 
the first cold and clear Christmas 
night. People with only a flicker of 
the flame of Christianity within them 
are inclined to rejoice if the gift they 
receive at Christmas is the gift of a 
new baby. It makes them a part of 
the blessed event that took place in 
the stable. 

Not so the young man. Whether it 
was Christmas or Easter made no dif- 
ference. He still did not want his wife 
to have a baby. It was not that he had 
anything against babies in general. 
Babies had a place in the world. On 
occasion he had held them in his arms 
and thought that they looked quite 
nice. He knew as well as the next one 
that manhood was impossible without 
the preparation of babyhood. It was 
in the scheme of things. 

The truth of the matter was — he 


was afraid that if his wife had a baby. 


he might lose her, she might die. He 


had heard and read stories of young 
wives not surviving the birth of their 
first baby. And he had met a few doc- 
tors who were of the school of thought 
that almost anything natural that a 
person does is bound to kill him. 
Smoking will kill you, drinking will 
kill you, being over a hundred and 
fifty pounds will kill you, but above 
all, having babies will kill you. What 
chance, then, did his wife have? Oh, 
she must not die! She could not die! 
If she died, he would have no more 
reason for living. He might just as well 
lie right down here on the floor of the 
waiting room and die himself. “Please, 
God, don’t let her die.” 

He paced up and down the room. 
He smoked (what seemed to be) his 
one thousandth cigarette. His mouth 
felt as though it had been swabbed 
with varnish. His throat was raw. His 
head ached. 

If only they would come and tell 
him how things were going. But no. 
They shut the door in his. face, treat- 
ing him like some total stranger with 
no more than an academic interest in 
the case. What was the truth? Some- 
place behind that door, somewhere in 
this hospital she was suffering, perhaps 
dying, certainly calling for him. But 
they would not let him go to her. He 
had to stay in this waiting room and 
smoke cigarettes and pace up and 
down. He had to listen to the wind as 
it moaned and shrieked and swept 
around the corners of the prison that 
contained him. ; 

And it was Christmas eve. Un- 
doubtedly there was celebrating going 
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on all over the city. People were dec- 
orating Christmas trees, children were 
hanging up stockings and climbing in- 
to bed with the expectation of an 
imminent visit from Santa Claus, cribs 
in a hundred different churches were 
having the final touches put upon their 
angels and theis holy family. Chris- 
tians and many who were not so sure 
that they were Christians were getting 
ready for the birth of the Christ-child. 
Not only were they not disturbed at 
the thought of the recurrence of this 
marvel, but they were so happy and 
glad that the skies were not vast 
enough to swallow up the sound of 
their songs and their good wishes. One 
would imagine that the Baby about 
to be born was their own and nobody 
else’s. He was everybody else’s. He 
was the Baby of the whole world. 


Well, people could rejoice and be 
glad. But there was little room for joy 
and gladness in his heart. How could 
there be? Oh, they had talked reassur- 
ingly to him when they put him in this 
waiting room. But the very fact of 
their not allowing him to accompany 
his wife into whatever dark chamber 
she might have to enter looked suspi- 
cious. They insisted that there was 
nothing to worry about as far as they 
could see from their preliminary ex- 
aminations. It was too bad that the 
doctor who had attended her in the 
months of pregnancy was not on hand. 
But of course he could not very well 
be on hand in view of the fact that 
they, the young couple, had just 
moved to town a week or so before. 

Complications had to be avoided — 
that stood to reason. If there were no 
complications, there would also be a 
minimum of trouble. All he had to do 
was sit down and relax, read one of 
the magazines that lay around the 
room in such abundance, even sleep 


if he could. In a short time they would 
return and give him the glad tidings 
as to whether he was the proud father 
of a boy or a girl. 

And so they smiled, patted him on 
back and left him to himself. The 
wind snarled outside in protest. The 
snow piled up on the window sills as 
though to reinforce the thickness of 
the doors that held him captive. The 
-sound of traffic from snow-filled 
streets below came up to him muted 
and muffled like a premonition or a 
whispered warning. Down the corridor 
a baby cried. A call came for a doctor 
over a loud speaker. It was repeated. 
Then silence. 

He sat down. One thing was clear. 
The doctors and nurses did not under- 
stand his case. They had no concep- 
tion of the reason for his fears, no ap- 
preciation of the antagonism that he 
felt for the baby that was not yet 
born. It was easy to figure out why 
this was so. 

They had their fine education, their 
certain security, their lovely homes out 
in the suburbs. They never knew what 
it meant to be lonely, to be unanchor- 
ed in the world, to have no one to 
care whether you lived or died, wheth- 
er you found shelter against the rain 
and the snow and the cold of the 
night, or just slept in an alley or on a 
park bench or in one of those mission 
dormitories reserved for the men who 
had had their last chance and had 
failed to make it go. 

No, they had not experienced real 
loneliness. They may have read about 
it in a book or seen it depicted in the 
movies or on television. They may 
have had a twinge of it when they 
left home for a few days to visit rela- 
tives or friends in a strange city. But 
they never experienced the kind of 
loneliness that drains and squeezes dry 
the heart of every drop of consolation 
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and leaves only the dead and cracked 
pieces of longing and desires that can- 
not be fulfilled. 

He knew what such loneliness was. 
All his life long he had been alone. 
He never saw his mother. Only for a 
short time did he see his father. The 
memory of his father was not a happy 
one. It was the memory of a drunken, 
staggering, swearing man, lashing out 
and kicking a small boy who had no 
power to defend himself except to cry. 
After that he saw his father no more. 
Nor had he a desire to see him again. 

From then on it was orphanages. 
Some of them were good orphanages, 
as orphanages go in place of homes. 
There were sisters in these orphanages 
who were as close to being a mother 
to him as anyone in the world could 
be. Of course they were only substi- 
tuting for his mother. God gives to 
each man just one mother. When she 
goes, no one can really take her place. 
His loneliness was only assuaged by 
the kindness of the sisters; it was not 
destroyed and taken away. 

When he was eighteen he went into 
the army. He served through two wars, 
the second World War and the Ko- 
rean. And he served with the infantry 
where the danger was the greatest. It 
made little difference to him whether 
or not he was killed in battle. He vol- 
unteered for the most dangerous mis- 
sions, for nobody would miss him and 
mourn for him if he did not return 
from such a mission. But the more 
dangerous the missions, the more he 
seemed to be protected. All around 
him men fell who did not want to fall, 
men who had folks at home waiting for 
them. But he was immune to death. 
He came out of the two wars with no 
more than a few scratches to prove 
that he had ever seen a field of battle 
or had known a moment of combat. 

Once out of uniform, it was the 


orphanage routine all over again, only 
this time worse than it had ever been 
before. It was now the boarding 
house. He was now completely sur- 
rounded by strangers. It would not 
have been so bad had he been able to 
make friends easily. That he could 
not do, due most probably to the fact 
that he had never had a family where 
the meaning of friendship is learned. 
Besides, there was a certain native 
shyness in his makeup that kept him 
from mixing freely with those with 
whom he came in contact. 


And then one day he met this girl. 
She had taken a room in his boarding 
house while he was at work and he 
saw her for the first time that evening. 
He was told that she was like himself, 
with neither close relative nor real 
home. But that was where the resem- 
blance ended. 

Whereas he was husky and big and 
muscled like a wrestler, she was small 
and fragile and delicately composed 
like some fine flower in a field. His 
features were rough, hers were beau- 
tiful. There was something about her 
beauty that he had never noted in any 
other girl before. There was a softness 
to it, combined with a certain strength, 
that made one think of porcelain pos- 
sessing the fibre and the firmness of 
granite. These words do not adequate- 
ly express the impression that her 
beauty made upon him. It was some- 
thing that did not stop with the con- 
tour of her face. She seemed to be fill- 
ed with it. It shone in her eyes; it rang 
out with her laughter; it made itself 
manifest in her tears. It was an exter- 
nalization of herself. 

He could not help but fall in love 
with her. Her outlook on life was so 
different from his own. He was in- 
clined to be pessimistic, to crawl into 
his shell when he should have been 
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taking the limelight, to see the dark 
side of everything, to give up in his 
efforts if he did not succeed right 
away. And his faith hung loosely on 
the shoulders of his soul. He made 
Mass regularly and received the sacra- 
ments on occasion. But he was far 
from being fervent. 

It was not very long before she 
changed all that, or began to change 
it. It would not be accomplished in a 
day or a week or even a year. It 
would take a lifetime. And she was 
willing to give her life to the task. 
Strange to say, she was willing to 
marry him. 

How could this wonderful thing 
ever have happened to him? He could 
not understand what she saw in him 
that she should be willing to have him 
and even to love him. There could 
be no greater contradiction. Yet so it 
was. She was his wife; he was her 
husband. And for the first time in his 
life he found himself loved and cher- 
ished and wanted. For the first time 
in his life he saw the possibility of a 
home for himself that would be more 
than merely a house. It was a satisfy- 
ing experience, and he expanded and 
prospered under it. The loneliness of 
the past was forgotten. 


And now this baby was coming 
along to spoil it all, even perhaps to 
take his wonderful wife away from 
him and to throw him back into the 
darkness and the emptiness of the past. 
Could he be blamed too much if he 
hated it with all his heart? Could he 
be condemned if he wished that he 
had some means at hand whereby he 
could defend his wife against the in- 
truder? 

Even though it did not succeed in 
separating them through the medium 
of death, it would succeed in separat- 
ing them by demanding full attention 
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from its mother so that she would 
have time for nothing and for no one 
else. Until now she had thoughts only 
for him. She was always ready to go 
with him wherever he went, even to 
such rugged places as distant lakes to 
fish, and uncomfortable woods to 
hunt. She was not only his wife — 
she was also his friend and his com- 
panion. 

This would be all over when the 
baby came. Probably she would forget 
entirely about him in the many duties 
that she would have to assume and in 
the new love that would come upon 
her. Once more he would be on his 
own. Yes, he really believed that he 
hated the baby even before it was 
born. Or was it already born? It seem- 
ed like a long time since they put him 
in this room. He opened the door and 
looked down the corridor. There was 
no sign of the people who had told 
him to sit down and relax and read a 
magazine. He closed the door. He re- 
sumed his pacing and his thinking. 

Was there any possibility of giv- 
ing the baby away? He had heard of 
couples with no children who needed 
children to keep their marriage from 
complete collapse. Why could he not 
hand over the baby to a couple like 
that? He would be saving two mar- 
riages at the same time — his own 
and theirs. Or why could he not just 
set it gently on the back seat of a 
police car when the police were not 
looking, or leave it in the sacristy of 
a Catholic church on the other side of 
town or simply drop it on the door- 
step of an orphanage and let the sisters 
take care of it? 

Why could he not do any one of 
these things? Because he knew that his 
wife would not approve. If he so much 
as touched the baby with the purpose 
of taking it away or giving it away, 
she would lose all her love for him. 
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He was sure of that. He was really 
between two fires. If the baby remain- 
ed, his wife would have no time to 
show him the love that she had shown 
before. If the baby was taken away 
through his doing, she would lose all 
her love for him. It seemed as though 
he was going to lose out no matter 
what he did. And all on account of a 
baby! It did not seem possible that 
something so tiny could possess such 
power. 

Dejectedly he lit the last cigarette 
he had, and continued to wait. How 
long he had been waiting so far he 
did not know. It seemed like ail his 
life, as though he had always been in 
this room, as though he would never 
escape from it. It was the room of his 
doom, the court of his condemnation. 
He should have known that the past 
year of his happiness could not last. 
He should have realized that it was 
all a dream and scheduled like all 
dreams to come to an end. Well, it 
was coming to an end now. It could 
not be very long before he would find 
out whether his fears were founded 
on fact, or were merely the overflow 
of his pessimism. 


At that very moment the door 
opened and a nurse looked into the 
room. “Congratulations,” she said 
smilingly. “You have a new daughter. 
And your wife is doing fine. No trou- 
ble at all. She is asking for you. In a 
few minutes Ill be back to take you 
to her room.” The door closed upon 


her and once more he was left alone. 


How he managed to wait those last 
few minutes he did not know. Finally 
the nurse returned and took him to 
his wife’s room. She did not look as 
though the baby had almost killed her 
or as though she would have no time 
for him now that the baby was born. 
She drew his head down to hers and 


kissed him fondly. “Wait until you see 
her,” she said. “You’ve never seen 
anything so wonderful in all your life.” 

He was not at all sure that he even 
wanted to see the baby. He would pre- 
fer to have nothing to do with it at all. 
This baby had been the cause of the 
worst few hours that he had ever spent 
in his life. And it might be the cause of 
the ruination of his future. Let others 
take care of the baby. All he wanted 
was his wife. 


For appearance sake, though, he 
had to visit the baby at least once. 
They would think that he was out of 
his mind if he did not. And so he 
found himself before the crib, looking 
down into the tiniest face he had ever 
seen. It was a beautiful face. It was 
a face that he had seen before, that 
he had loved, that he could never for- 
get even in his dreams. It was a mini- 
ature of his wife — the same sweep 
of cheek and chin, the same color of 
eyes, the same sweet turn of mouth. 
The baby was smiling, and it was as 
though his wife were smiling. It was 
incredible that there could be so close 
a resemblance. 

He was entranced. He could not 
take his eyes away. And the fear and 
hatred that had been consuming him 


‘drained out of his heart. This was not 


the way he thought it would be at all. 
There was nothing that he wanted to 
do more than to pick up the baby and 
squeeze it tight in his arms. He saw 
himself through the years that lay 
ahead. Why, his wife would never 
really grow old. He would behold her 
in all her youthful bloom and beauty 
each time he beheld his daughter. This 
baby would not be a cause of separa- 
tion and disruption but of stronger 
love and closer union. He felt it in his 
very soul. And he was glad that he 
was the father of this tiny baby — 
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more glad than he had been of any- 
thing that had ever happened to him 


as though from a great distance the 
sweet melodies of the Christmas 


before. carols. It sounded as though they were 

They told him that he could stay being sung by angels. Perhaps they 
no longer, that he could come back were. He looked at his watch. It was 
later. Reluctantly he pulled himself just twelve o’clock midnight. It was 


away. As he did so he heard softly and Christmas day. 


Incognito 

A cab driver picked up a group of people all dressed up in evening 
clothes and out to have themselves a good time on Christmas Eve. He sug- 
gested one night-club after another, but they kept saying no, they didn’t want 
to go to any place where they were known. They wanted nobody they knew 
to see what they might do. 

Finally the taxi driver offered another suggestion. 

“If you really want to go to some place where nobody has ever seen you, 
why don’t you try Midnight Mass in a Catholic church?” 

The Saviour’s Call 


Two Rings 

In medieval times a great bell, as if for a funeral, was tolled for an hour 
before midnight on Christmas Eve to warn the powers of darkness of the 
approach of Christ, the Prince of Light, Who came into the world to dispel 
the darkness of slavery to satan. 

This custom was known as “tolling the devil’s knell.” At midnight, of 
course, the bells burst out into joyful sound to welcome the Infant Saviour 
into the world. 

Merry Christmas 
Husband to Wife 
This is the day my heart would like to say, 
“I love you,” more than any other day. 


Without this day a love might well begin 
But soon would end in faithlessness and sin. 


I loved you on that happy day we wed, 
Aware that in my heart need be no dread, 


Because, instead of two we numbered three, 
Exchanging vows, my dear, you, I and He 


Who into hearts that love Him loves to pour 
The power to love each other evermore. 


I love you, then, in Him Whose love will be 
Our hearts’ uniting for eternity. 
D. F. M. 
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The Rabbis and -+- 


the Immaculate Conception 


Arthur B. Klyber 


Many Jews do not realize how close to Catholic teaching, and 
interwoven with it, are the ancient traditions and doctrines 
handed down to them. Here, Father Klyber, who was con- 
verted from Orthodox Jewry to Catholicism and then became 
a priest, shows the relationship between Jewish teaching on 
original sin and the Catholic faith. 


\X HAT is Yom Kippur? 


This was question number four in an 
examination on general knowledge. 
The little girl rested her chin on her 
hand as she racked her brain for the 
right answer. Then she wrote excited- 
ly: “Yom Kippur is a General in the 
Jap Army.” As she scanned the next 
question her heart sank: “ What are 
rabies and what would you do for 
them?” She thought for a moment and 
then, with the same sudden impulse, 
she wrote: “Rabies are Jewish priests 
and you don’t have to do anything for 
them.” 

That little pleasantry leads us to 
explain just what Rabbis are; since we 
are going to give their opinions on 
some important matters. A definition 


_ found in Valentine’s Jewish Encyclo- 


pedia should be valid enough: “RAB- 
BI (literally — my master, teacher): 
originally a title of respect addressed 
by a pupil to a teacher or to anyone 
more learned than himself. In the Tal- 
mud this title is regularly given to all 
the Tannaim and to the Palestinian 
Amoraim (authorities on the oral and 
written law of the Jews). From Tal- 
mudic times, it (the title Rabbi) has 
been borne by anyone who has been 


declared by competent authority qual- 
ified to decide questions of Jewish 
Law.” 

In the very early days, Rabbis were 
ordained by the laying on of hands 
in the presence of three other ordained 
Rabbis. Jesus was called “Rabbi” by 
all the Jews of His time. In the Eng- 
lish Gospels wherever you see “Lord” 
or “Master,” you have the translation 
of the Hebrew word Rabbi. 

In this article when we use the 
term Rabbi we refer only to the teach- 
ers and spiritual guides of the Ortho- 
dox Jews, because it is chiefly they 
who have retained in belief and prac- 
tice the basic religious traditions of 
the Rabbis of old. When we refer to 
“Reform Jews” we mean those who 
have discarded many of the historic 
Jewish teachings. 

In a wide sense, the Rabbis of the 
Talmud are, for Orthodox Jews, what 
the Fathers and Teachers (Doctors) 
of the Catholic Church are to Catho- 
lics. Each group has passed on in 
written or spoken word the religious 
teachings and interpretations they re- 
ceived from their official teachers be- 
fore them. In view of this, a Catholic 
should find it easy to realize how great 
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is the authority of the Talmud for 
Orthodox Jews; maybe too great at 
times. 

Moses Ben Maimon Objects 

One of the most learned and re- 
vered teachers of the Orthodox Jews, 
Moses Ben Maimon of the 12th cen- 
tury, voiced his vexation and astonish- 
ment that many Jews considered the 
Talmud word for word as a sort of 
inspired Scripture. He scolded them 
for being very unscientific in their 
reading. Nevertheless, it seems that 
the strictures of this exceptional Jew- 
ish philosopher and doctor of medicine 
did not have the reforming effect he 
desired. In 1844, seven centuries later, 
Paul Drach, a top-ranking Orthodox 
Rabbi of France, who had with his 
family entered the Catholic Church, 
was able to write as follows in his 
scholarly two-volume work entitled 
Agreement of the Synagogue with the 
Church: 

“We have already spoken of the re- 
spect the Jews have for the Talmud. But 
let us add here a passage from ‘Meno- 
rath Hamaor,’ a book that carries high 
authority in the modern Synagogue: 
‘All that they (Rabbis) have said... 
in the Midraschim (Commentaries on 
Scripture) and other collections are 
things which we are bound to believe 
as we do the Law of Moses, our teach- 
er . . . And if anything (in these 
writings should appear exaggerated or 
unbelievable, we must attribute this 
rather to the weakness of our under- 
standing than to their teachings. Who- 
ever ridicules anything whatever that 
they have said . . . will receive pun- 
ishment.’ ” 

Having established well enough the 
authority of these Orthodox Rabbis 
for their people, we may get on to 
speak of their teachings about original 
sin and the idea of an immaculate con- 
ception. If the eyes of any devout Jew 


should happen to rest on these obser- 
vations, we hope that through them 
he will find closer accord with the 
Church, and will awaken to the fact 
that Jews and Catholics are very close 
relatives. And if any non-Orthodox 
Jew (Conservative or Liberal) should 
read this, we hope it will attract him 
again to the wholesome basic teach- 
ings of the religion of his fathers. There 
is no doubt at all that Catholics will 
find spiritual joy in learning how 
closely knit is the revealed religion 
of the Old Testament with the reveal- 
ed religion of the New. The two are 
like mother and child or like stem and 
blossom. As the ancient axiom has it: 

“The New Testament in the Old 

was concealed; 
The Old Testament in the New 
was revealed.” 


“To School to the Jew.” 

Some striking words of Chief Rabbi 
Hertz of England are worth quoting 
here in connection with these ideas 
on the unity of the two Testaments. 
The Rabbi, writing about the Messi- 
anic Kingdom, says: “The cardinal 
Jewish teaching that a living God rules 
history, has changed the whole out- 
look of humanity. . . . It is only the 
Jew, and those who have adopted 
Israel’s Scriptures as their own, who 
see all events in nature and in history 
as parts of one all-embracing plan, 
who behold God’s world as a magnif- 
icent unity. .. . And it is only the Jew 
and those who have gone to school 
to the Jew, who can pray ‘May His 
Kingdom come.’” We must keep in 
mind that the good Rabbi is speaking 
of Orthodox Jews. Probably he does 
not dream how strikingly well he has 
written in favor of the Catholic 
Church, which received from the au- 
thentic Jewish religion all that it has, 
because the Church went to school 
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to Jesus, the greatest Jew of all! We 
hope and pray that the Jews will be 
willing somehow to go to school to 
us in turn, and learn what we have 
to offer about their present religion. 


The Rabbis Knew an Original Sin 

When we read the books of the 
Reform Rabbis, we find them scorning 
our idea of original sin as a mere in- 
vention. But, upon investigation, we 
discover, as did the Orthodox Rabbis, 
that their emasculated doctrines on 
Judaism were actually unheard of un- 
til some two hundred years ago! The 
teachings therefore of the Reform 
Rabbis on this head are without au- 
thority since they were spawned either 
from simple ignorance or from down- 
right disregard of Orthodox Rabbin- 
ical teachings. For if there be any 
relics of God’s genuinely revealed 
truths in the Jewish religion of today 
they are to be found almost exclusive- 
ly in the books of the Orthodox. Mod- 
ern Reform Rabbis are indeed good 
men, but, sad to say, they are feeding 
their flocks on the meatless bones of 
a man-made religion, which is only as 
good or as bad as the man who in- 
vented it. In this way they are visiting 
a more irremediable tragedy on their 
own people than could any amount 
of persecution by a Hitler or a Stalin. 
It is no secret that the Orthodox Jews 
are deeply pained at this terrible state 
of modern Judaism. 


Tradition 

To show that the faint though un- 
mistakable notion of original sin was 
carried down to our day in Orthodox 
Judaism we need only present some of 
the observations of the Rabbis. The 
Jewish sages teach something so near- 
ly like the Catholic teaching on orig- 
inal sin as to give a suspicion that it 
is the same thing. Here is a voice com- 


ing from the dim centuries of the be- 
ginning of the Talmud: 

“Rabbi Elazar . . . said that Adam 
was as tall as from earth to heaven; 
but that after he had transgressed, the 
Holy One, blessed be He, LAID HIS 
HAND ON HIM AND LOWERED 
HIM.” (Tract Hagiga) 

In this quotation, the Rabbi is not 
foolishly trying to say that Adam’s 
actual physical height was to heaven, 
but that he had a spiritual stature 
that was wonderful: this could mean 
that Adam was in the super-natural 
state but was dropped to the natural 
when he sinned. This is what Catholics 
believe. 

Even clearer than this is a para- 
graph in a Jewish book of very great 
respect and authority, called ‘“Ik- 
karim,” or “Principles” — by Joseph 
Albo, a Spanish Rabbi of the 14th and 
15th century: 

“When God appeared to Adam the 
first man, and gave him this prohibi- 
tion: “You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil,’ it became clear to Adam that the 
conservation of the soul (state of 
grace) depended on the fulfillment of 
what God prescribed; and that the 
death of the soul would be the con- 
sequence of disobedience to His or- 
ders. It is here that God threatened the 
disobedience of Adam: ‘For, on the 
day that you eat of this fruit, dying 
you shall die.’ It is beyond doubt that 
this repetition of the term ‘to die’ indi- 
cates a chastisement for both body 
and soul.” 

Next we find the Jews teaching that 
Adam and Eve were both tainted at 
the same time, and that the whole race 
somehow sinned in Adam: all of 
which is good Catholic doctrine. Here 
is an amazing passage from the caba- 
listic “Midrash-Ruth” (Commentary 
on Book of Ruth): “The defilement 
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was infused into Adam and Eve by the 
old serpent; for this defilement was the 
true origin of the generations that 
came after Adam and Eve. This is 
what we have heard from our teach- 
ers, who had learned it from their pre- 
decessors, who in turn had received 
this knowledge from others going back 
even to the words of Elias the 
prophet.” 

The great Rabbi Menahem de 
Recanati, writing in the Zohor, ex- 
plained the transmission of original sin 
as follows: “ ... on the day that the 
first man was created, all creation was 
brought to completion. Adam then 


was the perfection of the system of the - 


world, and the summation of the hu- 
man race which he contained in germ. 
IN THIS MANNER, WHEN ADAM 
SINNED, ALL THE HUMAN RACE 
SINNED WITH HIM: AND IT IS 
THUS THAT WE BEAR THE PUN- 
ISHMENT OF HIS INIQUITY. But, 
it is not the same as the sins of his 
children after him,” (i.e., these are 
personal). Indeed, it is hard to find 
the line of difference between what 
the Rabbis call an “evil inclination,” 
and what the Catholic Church calls 
“the consequences of original sin,” or 
the after-effects of Adam’s prevarica- 
tion. 


Was Any Jew at All Without Sin? 

The traditional affirmative reply of 
the Rabbis to this question brings us 
amazingly close to our idea of immac- 
ulate conception. The notion of being 
exempt from original sin cannot be 
said to be new to them; for, wittingly 
or not, they seem to be diffusing 
through the centuries the faint perfume 
of this revealed doctrine. The Tal- 
mud itself has hints of this concept; 
but it is the Chaldaic Paraphrase that 
comes closest to expressing it plainly. 

This Paraphrase came into use 


along with the Paraphrase of Jonathan 
Ben Uziel shortly after the return of 
the Jews from the Babylonian Captiv- 
ity, about 458 before Christ. Since 
the Jews no longer understood Hebrew 
well, it was necessary for the priests 
and teachers in the synagogues to 
translate and comment on the He- 
brew Scripture in the language com- 
monly used, namely Chaldee. Since 
the Chaldaic Paraphrase was thus used 
for the instruction of the people, it 
must have carried accurately the tradi- 
tional teachings of Judaism. Its au- 
thority is very powerful. The Chaldaic 
Paraphrase, in its commentary on the 
Book of Ruth, chapter 4, verse 22, has 
this startling statement: 

“And Obed begot Jesse who is call- 
ed the serpent because there was not 
found in him any MOVEMENT NOR 
ANY PRINCIPLE OF CORRUP- 
TION that warranted his being de- 
livered into the hands of the angel of 
death in order to take his soul from 
him. . . . Our teachers have affirmed 
that he, Jesse, died only because of 
the treachery of the serpent,” (not 
because of sin). 

The reader is urged to bear in mind 
that the passage just quoted was read 
to the assembled congregations of 
Jews for centuries before Jesus ap- 
peared on earth. 


Was Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 
Without Sin? 

What the Rabbis actually read in 
the synagogues about King David's 
father, Jesse, is that he did not have 
any evil inclination (yetzer haragh). 
which is very close to saying that he 
was conceived without the blight of 
original sin. For, in Catholic teaching, 
anyone who is altogether without any 
evil inclination must also be without 
the original sin which is the reason for 
that evil inclination. We teach that 
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Mary of Nazareth, a descendant of 
King David and Jesse, was from the 
time of her conception in the womb 
of her mother Hannah (Ann) free 
from the slightest inclination or move- 
ment toward corruption because she 
had been exempted by God Almighty 
from the very principle of corruption, 
namely, the inheritance of original sin 
from her mother, who, like all the rest 
of us, got it as a consequence of 
Adam’s sin. We teach also, that if she 
died, she died only because of the 
treachery of the serpent, and not be- 
cause of any sin she had committed. 


The Real Argument 


Jesse was the father of King David, 
from whose posterity Jesus was to 
come. Now anyone who holds that 
such a distant relative of Jesus, (i.e., 
Jesse) was without the corruption of 
sin, must in all common sense be ready 
to accord the same honor and even 
greater to the nearest possible relative 
of Jesus, His Mother; else does he not 
make an infinitely wise God honor a 
mere ancestor more than the very 
mother of the Messiah? At this point 
an inquiring Jew will rightly ask for 
the evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is 
the Messiah. For that, the writer re- 
fers him respectfully to his three 
pamphlets now in circulation, “Jews 
and You,” “To Be or Not To Be a 
Jew,” and “Queen of the Jews” — 
this last just off the press. Neverthe- 
less the reader is invited to read on 
and see how God strongly hinted 
about the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary, the Mother of the Messiah, in 


. the very first prophecy of the Hebrew 


Torah (Book of Moses). 


The First High Court 


Suppose we let the teaching of a 
great Rabbi of the Talmud lead us up 


to our presentation. “Rabbi Jehuda 
taught that at the time that the first 
sin was committed, THREE WERE 
PLACED IN JUDGMENT AND 
CONDEMNED: and since then, this 
lower world has not been able to bear 
up with itself because of the defile- 
ment of the serpent.” (Treatises Shab- 
bat, Yebamot, and Aboda Zara). 

Who were these three brought to 
trial by Almighty God? They were of 
course Adam, Eve and the Serpent 
(Satan). We may at once offer an- 
other question: Since the three of 
them were judged and condemned, 
how could Eve possibly be THE 
WOMAN DESIGNATED by God as 
one “whose Seed shall crush the head 
of the serpent?” 

The judgment to which the good 
Rabbi refers is given plainly in the 
first Book of the Bible, Genesis, chap- 
ter three, verses thirteen and the fol- 
lowing: “And the Lord God said to the 
woman (Eve), why did you do this? 
(that is, — why did you give the fruit 
of the Tree of Knowledge to Adam?) 
And she answered: The serpent de- 
ceived me and I ate. And the Lord 
God said to the serpent: Because you 
have done this thing you are cursed. 
. . . I will put enmities between you 
and the woman, and (between) your 
seed (offspring) and her seed. She 
(by means of her Seed, the Messiah) 
shall crush your head... ” It is the 
almost universal opinion of the ancient 
teachers of the Jews that the Seed 
which God speaks of here is the Mes- 
siah, the Redeemer of the children of 
Adam. Again, we may ask: How 
could Eve be the “Woman” who by 
her seed shall crush the serpent’s head, 
since she herself has just been crushed 
by the serpent (Satan)? For since 
Satan’s seed are all who share in 
Adam’s sin (original sin), Eve also 
must be part of Satan’s seed; for sure- 


[733] 








The Liguorian 


ly Satan is not going to crush Satan. 


Who then is “The Woman”... ? 

“The Woman” whom God foretold 
in this prophecy must be one who has 
never in any sense of the word been 
subject to the treachery and deceit 
and power of Satan. The “crushing” 
of which God speaks must of its na- 
ture rest on an absolute persecuting 
and perpetual enmity of the Woman 
toward Satan. And the only enmity 
that can be so absolute and dominat- 
ing is freedom from the blight of 
Adam’s sin — original sin so-called. 
Eve’s subsequent history as a woman 
whose sorrows are multiplied by God, 
and who is perpetually under her hus- 
band’s power (Gen. 3), seems to leave 
out the possibility of calling her the 
woman who shall crush Satan. More- 
over, the condition of woman in gen- 
eral among the Jews and Gentiles of 
early days likewise precludes Eve. 

Finally, not a word is said in the 
immediate text and context about any 
repentance on the part of Eve, so as 
to make it at least suitable that the 
prophecy should be applied to her. In- 
deed the very contrary seems to be 
true; for the account as given in Gen- 
esis reveals that she and Adam were 
haughty. Adam flouts God with: “The 
woman You gave me... offered me 
the fruit, and I ate.” And Eve makes 
excuses: “The serpent deceived me.” 
Neither of them would say in humil- 
ity: “I ate the fruit you forbade me 
to eat.” Worst of all, their state of 
mind must have been bordering on 
despair since they knew of no way of 
reconciliation as we do today. We go 
to the Messiah; they hid themselves 
among the trees. 

These considerations become all the 
more telling when we observe that 
God is here acting as the avenger of 
His Majesty outraged by Satan: His 


Justice must add infinite momentum 
to the blow aimed at His proud ad- 
versary, Satan. And since the enmity 
of the Woman is to be directed against 
the author of original sin, then that 
enmity must perforce be destructive in 
this very point above all! And since 
the enmity of “The Woman” is penal, 
it must contradict the will and pleasure 
of the one punished. . . . Now the 
quality of the punishment which “The 
Woman” is to visit on Satan must be 
precisely HER OWN ESCAPE FROM 
HIS CLUTCHES AND HER BRING- 
ING INTO THE WORLD A GOD- 
MAN WHO SHOULD SMASH THE 
KINGDOM OF SATAN BY HIS 
OWN POWER. This, as shown, Eve 
was unable to do. The “Woman” 
therefore whom God speaks of in this 
great Prophecy can be no other than 
the Mother of the Messiah, forever 
preserved from the black stream of 
sin to be inherited by all others from 
Adam and Eve. 


Rabbi Drach’s Prayer to 
Mary for the Jews 

“Dear Mother of God, after Him 
my only hope; O glorious Queen of 
Heaven, Virgin most pure, untouched 
by any sin from the first moment of 
your existence; I have never called on 
you in vain. .. . I beg you now to ob- 
tain from your Divine Son the grace 
that Israel will be touched by grace 
from on high. Grant that the promise 
of Israel’s return will be fulfilled soon. 
Grant that in every place where my 
brothers according to the flesh are 
scattered, these words of your sublime 
Canticle may resound with holy joy: 
‘He has taken Israel His Servant by 
the hand and mercifully kept His 
Word, according to the promise He 
made to our fathers — to Abraham 
and to his seed forevermore.’ ”. 


[ 734} 


readers retort - 


In which readers are invited to express their minds on articles and opinions 
published in The Liguorian. Letters must be signed and full address of the 
writer must be given, though city and name will be withheld from publication 


on request. 


Dayton, Ohiv 

“I am one of those Catholics who are 
deeply critical of building ‘expensive’ 
churches, defining ‘expensive’ as that part 
of the cost of a church which, if spent in 
the propagation of the faith, would have 
saved more souls for Christ. It is my 
honest conviction that we are spending en- 
tirely too much money on material edifices 
instead of spiritual edifices. And if this 
trend continues in America, it will initiate 
the decay of Catholic life here as it has 
affected Catholic nations of Europe. Why 
are substantially Catholic nations, such as 
France and Italy, with their great cathe- 
drals, so weak in allegiance to the Church, 
so communist-ridden, so poorly governed? 
Christ commanded His apostles to spread 
His Gospel to all nations. How long does 
He have to wait while we build ‘expen- 
sive’ churches? I say that if we spent as 
much money for the propagation of the 
faith abroad as we do in maintaining it at 
home, there would be some justification 
in building great edifices to the glory of 
God. We need a crusade in America in 
which every going Catholic parish will 
adopt and maintain at least one foreign 
mission parish. The response of the people 
to such an appeal would amaze you. 

Mrs. A.G.H.” 

We heartily favor the “adopt-a-mission- 
parish plan” and have encouraged it in the 
many places in the United States where we 
have found it already in operation. But we 
feel that it is wrong to single out what one 


may happen to consider the unnecessary 
expensiveness of a parish church as the 
chief cause of failure to support the mis- 
sions. The assumption is that if you cut 
down the cost of a church by $100,000 that 
money can be sent right off to the mis- 
sions. It does not work that way. With due 
regard for prudence, and with the knowl- 
edge that mistakes have been and are being 
made in building churches we remain of 
the conviction that you must first help peo- 
ple to think of God and to love God and 
to approach God by building as worthy a 
house of God as you can, before you can 
inspire them to give generously to God's 
poor and abandoned. True, someone has 
to set them on fire with charity and zeal, 
and we priests are chiefly to blame for 
failure in this. But ninety-nine out of one 
hundred Catholics can, without great sac- 
rifice, do their share in paying for their 
parish church, no matter how beautiful it 
has been made for God, and still do great 
things for the missions. 
The editors 


Warren, Ohio 

“I received my first copy of THE Lr- 
GUORIAN some time ago and read it from 
cover to cover. I liked all the articles ex- 
cept one. That was the one on racial ten- 
sion. I believe you go too far when you 
say that Negro and white may be married. 
To me that is absolutely unthinkable. I am 
a Catholic and know that Negroes are hu- 
man beings and all that, but I still believe 
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that marriage between white and colored 
should be prohibited. 
M.F.” 
This writer probably sees how difficult 
marriage would be for colored and white, 
with so much prejudice still around. Still, 
the Catholic Church does not prohibit such 
marriages, and in countries where there is 
little prejudice they are taken for granted 
when they occur. 
The editors 


Forest Hills, N.Y. 
“Enclosed is an article from the New 
York Times under the heading, ‘Vatican 
Softens on Birth-control.’ It states that 
previous to 1951 rhythm was not recog- 
nized as even a legitimate practice by mar- 
ried people, and that now the Church has 
changed her stand on this important moral 
issue. This seems unbelievable and is very 
confusing to Catholics, who are taught that 
the Church has never changed in regard 
to what is right and wrong in marriage. 
What about it? 
Mrs. H.E.B.” 
The New York Times obviously knows 
little about Catholic moral theology, past 
or present. The Church has in no way 
“softened” on birth-control. She still reaf- 
firms the eternal natural law that for mar- 
ried persons to frustrate the marriage act 
in itself is always a mortal sin. The prin- 
ciple that it is not sinful, for certain rea- 
sons, to limit the use of the marriage right 
to certain periods when conception is less 
likely has always been recognized in Cath- 
olic moral teaching, and is not the practice 
of birth-control. Pope Pius XII, in writing 
a letter about this subject, merely clarified 
the conditions under which this is lawful, 
in the face of abuses that had crept into 
use. 
The editors 


Baltimore, Md. 
“In reference to your article on racial 
discrimination and segregation I would like 


to ask a question. I agree one hundred per 
cent with all that you say regarding the 
Negroes. I have never hurt any of them, 
have always been courteous, considerate, 
kind and generous to them. This is not said 
in self-praise, nor do I look for credit 
from anyone but God. It is the law of God. 
If I love Him, then I love my neighbor, 
whether he is Negro or Chinese or Jap- 
anese or Indian or Jew or Protestant or 
Catholic. My question is: Why don’t Sister- 
hoods accept colored girls? Why do they 
make Negro women have their own con- 
vents? Isn’t that also sinful segregation? 
Mrs. C.S.” 
Up to recently there was not much op- 
portunity for Sisterhoods to find and accept 
candidates for their ranks. But at present 
there are very few orders of Sisters whose 
work brings them into contact with colored 
people that do not accept colored postu- 
lants. Many orders already have colored 
Sisters in their communities. 
The editors 


Anon 

“I am writing to set you straight on what 
you said in THE LiGUORIAN about pastors 
and parishioners having meetings to talk 
things over before starting to build a new 
church. This was in the article ‘Why Build 
Expensive Churches?’ in the August issue. 
Our pastor built a new Church in 1950-51. 
The whole parish was never asked if it 
was wise to discard the old church, re- 
build it, enlarge it, replace it, or anything. 
Only a committee of ‘yes-men’ were talked 
to about it, and they agreed with every- 
thing. These were mostly younger men, like 
our pastor, and they all live very high and 
are not able to give very much to keep up 
the payments on the new church. The re- 
sult is that we have not been able to meet 
our budget the past two years. We older 
people have gone through much and have 
learned much but are never consulted about 
anything. We like your magazine but we 
don’t like you to misrepresent issues as you 
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did in your article on expensive churches. 

N.N.” 
We did not intend to give the impression 
that new projects in a parish are decided 
on by votes of all the people. Wise pastors 
do discuss things not only with small com- 
mittees, but also with the older people of 
the parish. But sometimes they learn very 
early that some of the older people are 
opposed to all change, or to new things, or 
to assuming debts that are not too burden- 
some. Then, sometimes, the older people 
become bitter and rebellious, and talk un- 
charitably about the pastor and the young- 
er members of the parish. Surely mistakes 
of judgment are sometimes made in parish- 
es, but true Catholics, no matter how slight- 
ed they feel, should avoid back-biting and 
unkind talk about their priest and fellow- 

parishioners. 
The _ editors 


Detroit, Mich. 
“I would like to ask a question of the 


type not usually asked in Readers Retort. 
In the September issue of THE LIGUORIAN, 
I found these four ‘Millers’ as authors of 
articles: Raymond J., Donald F., Ernest F., 
and Louis G. I am curious to know if 
there is any relationship between these four 
persons. Incidentally, THE LiGuUORIAN is im- 
patiently awaited every month by our whole 
family. 

Mrs. R.J.R.” 

The four authors mentioned are blooa- 

brothers, all Redemptorists. Raymond J. 
and Donald F. were ordained in 1927; 
Ernest F. was ordained in 1931; Louis G. 
was ordained in 1939, 

The _ editors 


Kansas City, Mo. 
“I am a member of local 1650 of the 
International Association of Machinists and 
a member of Christ the King parish here. I 
and another union member would like 
permission to reprint your article on the 
‘Right to Work’ laws and to distribute them 


at the appropriate time. We are officers of 
our Local, which numbers 2400 members, 
and we keep all dues down to a minimum. 
Also, contrary to average belief, we are 
serving without pay as are all our officers. 
We shall appreciate your letting us use the 
excellent articles on the anti-labor laws. 
AS.” 
We are grateful to the many good union 
men who have written to commend our 
stand on the “Right to Work” laws. 
The editors 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
“I have just read your little pamphlet, 
‘How to Read the Bible,’ reprinted from 
THE LiGcuorIAN, and I should like to rec- 
ommend it very highly and strongly to 
Catholics who may have a difficult time 
explaining to ‘Bible alone’ Christians the 
difference between believing that faith 
alone saves, and believing that only a com- 
plete and practical faith saves. This pre- 
cious little booklet gives the Catholic atti- 
tude so simply that a child can grasp it. 
It is just the thing for anybody who has 
occasion to explain the difference between 

Catholic and Protestant beliefs. 

J.M.” 
The pamphlet mentioned sells for five 
cents a copy, with discounts for quantities. 

The editors 


Opelousa, La. 

“I enjoyed very much your articles on 
the Negroes. I live in a partially colored 
neighborhood. Recently a cross was burned 
in my next door neighbor’s yard (a colored 
family), and we think that it was done by 
the K.K.K. I am ashamed of the attitude 
of most of the white people concerning 
the incident. These Negroes are school 
teachers, own their own beautiful home 
and have both a car and a television set. 
The white people seem to think that they 
are getting out of their place. I hope that 
someday I will be able to walk down our 
streets and into places of business without 
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seeing signs on benches and offices, ‘White’ 
and ‘Colored’, especially on tax-supported 
buildings. Even some of our best doctors 
(Catholics amongst them) put their color- 
ed patients in small crowded waiting rooms, 
and serve them only when the last white 
patient has been taken care of. It is things 
like these that sometimes make me 
ashamed of the fact that I am white and 
that I live in a free country where free- 
dom is so curtailed for some of the citi- 
zens. I pass THE LIGUORIAN around, both 
to white and to colored people. 
E.B.” 


Canton, Ohio 

“After reading THE LiGuoriaN for one 
year we love it dearly and hope always to 
be able to take it. We are a family of con- 
verts. My husband was converted by the 
example of the Catholics working with 
him, and by Catholic reading material pick- 
ed up in the public library. I was con- 
verted by the intolerable attitude of my 
fellow Sunday school and church members 
toward Catholics. At first, though, when 
my husband announced that he was going 
to become a Catholic, he might just as 
well have said, ‘I’m going to leave you and 
go live at the Y.M.C.A.’ That was two 
years ago. Our oldest daughter was con- 
verted by the example of her Catholic fel- 
low-students at the college she attended, 
and by the Catholic reading that she did. 
All our other children are Catholics too 
except one daughter. We are praying for 
her constantly that God may give her the 
gift too. Every day I marvel at how God 
has blessed our family, and I pray that we 
will always be worthy of the wonderful 
holy Faith that He has given us. 

C.M.” 


Chicago, Iil. 
“How to participate in the remailing 
service you suggested has been one of the 
minor perplexities of my life. I hate to give 
up my copies of THE LiGuoRIAN for any 


purpose whatsoever, but I hate worse to 
deprive someone of the joy of reading the 
solid Christian doctrine that fills its pages 
each month. The happy solution just came 
to me. Since I have been blessed with a 
few extra dollars from the bounty of 
Our Lord, it seemed a good idea to send 
you the inclosed check in payment for sub- 
scriptions to five names on your list. In 
this way, I can retain my back copies and 
they can enjoy THE LiGUORIAN while it is 
still current. 
A. McG.” 


Keryu City, Japan 
“I'd like to commend you on your fine 
magazine. I’ve been reading it for years 
and have always found it enjoyable, in- 
formative and well-written. Keep up the 
good work because I think you are help- 
ing many people. Pray for us ‘missionaries 
in Japan. 
Rev. C.S., O.F.M.” 


North Canton, Ohio 
“I think THE Licuorian is one of the 
most enjoyable magazines I have ever read. 
I hope it will always remain the same. I 
receive quite a few Catholic magazines, 
but I always read THe Licuorian from 
cover to cover before I start on any of the 
others. I am deeply grateful for all the 

help it has given me. 
M.C.C.” 


. Wood Ridge, N.J. 

“Yesterday a friend of mine gave me a 
copy of THE LiGuorIAN for July, knowing 
that I am a reader of Catholic publications. 
I was so impressed with the clarity and 
timeliness of the articles in it that I could 
not lay it aside until I had read all. Today 
I sought and obtained other copies in New 
York City to pass on to my friends. I be- 
lieve that all Catholic publications are 
worthwhile and necessary, but I have never 
before experienced such enthusiasm to 
make sure that other persons read a certain 
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publication as in the case of THE LIGUORIAN. 
May God bless you and give you the 
strength and wisdom to continue your fine 
work. 


J.P.M.” 


St. Louis, Mo. 
“THE LIGUORIAN is absolutely the best 
magazine I have ever read. The first and 
only time I heard of it was when one of 
your priests preached on Catholic reading 
at our church. I hope you will continue this 
practice so that many people will benefit 

by it as I did. 
Mrs. F.P.” 


Wallerfangen, Saarland 

“In accordance with the wishes of H. E. 
Cardinal FELTIN, the International Presi- 
dent of the PAX CHRISTI-Movement, and 
following the Holy Father’s repeated ap- 
peals to his children all over the world to 
co-operate and serve the cause of peace and 
reconciliation within the framework of the 
lay apostolate, we herewith take the liberty 
of approaching also you with the request 
to co-operate with the Church in her efforts 
to establish peace. The PAX CHRISTI- 
Movement was founded in 1945 and, on a 
number of occasions, has received the Holy 
Father’s support and recommendation. It 
is led by his Eminence Cardinal FELTIN, 
Archbishop of Paris and, through its vari- 
ous branches, attempts to revive once 
again the slumbering forces of peace within 
the great community of the One Holy 
Church and to encourage the faithful to 
become active workers in the cause of 
peace. The International Catholic Corre- 
spondence Organization is one of the action 
branches. Its aim is to establish personal 
contacts amongst Catholics all over the 
world, irrespective of nationality, race or 
class. As a result of various appeals in dif- 
ferent countries, we have obtained numer- 
ous addresses of all kinds of people, espe- 
cially younger people, who would very 
much like to correspond with English- 


speaking Catholics. We have, however, so 
very few addresses of English-speaking cor- 
respondents, that most of the inquirers 
have to be disappointed. We believe that 
also in the areas where your paper Cir- 
culates, there are many who would like to 
correspond with a fellow-Catholic of an- 
other country and that names would come 
forward if you would oblige us by a free 
of charge insertion of a brief notice in your 
paper, telling your readers of our work 
and requesting them to write to us at the 
following address, giving personal particu- 
lars, incl. knowledge of languages: PAX- 
CHRIST1-Correspondence, General Secre- 
tary, Villeroystr. 5 WALLERFANGEN/ 
Saarland. No charge whatever is made for 
this service in the cause of international 
understanding based on Catholic principles. 
Inquiries however, should be accompanied 
by an International Reply-Coupon, obtain- 
able at any post-office. Hoping that our 
request has not been made in vain, we 
thank you in advance for your kind efforts. 
Ee 


Birmingham, Ala. 
“THE LIGUORIAN is a constant source of 
help and inspiration to me and my neigh- 
bors, as I always pass it along to others. 
I am a convert and I know it is a gift of 
God to belong to His true Church, but I 
was reading THE LiGuorIAN long before my 
conversion. It had much to do with lead- 
ing me to enter the Church. Your simple 

explanations always satisfy the mind. 
Mrs. E. McL.” 


Syracuse, N.Y. 
“Permit me to tell you how much I en- 
joy reading THE LicuoriAN. I am a widow 
with two children just entering their teens, 
and I have received so much knowledge 
from THE LiGuorIAN that has been very 
helpful in explaining the teaching of our 

faith to my children. 
Mrs. J.M.” 
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Problems of Professional People 


Francis J. Connell 


The Lawyer and the Criminal 


Problem: Is a lawyer permitted to defend in court a person accused of a 
crime when the lawyer is fully aware that this individual actually committed 
the crime? 


Solution: The solution of this problem requires the discussion of another 
question: “Has a man accused of a crime the right to plead in court that he 
is not guilty and to endeavor to escape conviction?” The answer is that a 
person brought to court on a criminal charge is always entitled to enter a 
- plea of “not guilty,” even though he actually committed the crime, and to 
attempt to escape conviction, as long as he employs only lawful means. For, 
according to the accepted norms of justice, a person accused of a crime is 
to be regarded as innocent and to be immune from punishment until he is 
proved to be guilty; and this rule is applicable to the person who is actually 
guilty as well as to one who is innocent. However, the guilty person is per- 
mitted to use only lawful means to escape conviction and punishment. This 
means that he may plead “not guilty,” and in doing this he is telling no lie 
because this plea simply means that he is using his right to be regarded as 
guiltless until he is proved guilty. He may also take the witness stand in his 
own behalf; but in this event he may not tell any lies, because he is under 
oath to tell the truth. However, he may make use of his constitutional right 
to refuse to answer any questions that may incriminate him. 


Now, the rights of a lawyer who undertakes the defense of a person ac- 
cused of a crime are correlative to the rights of the accused person himself. 
Even though the lawyer knows from the private acknowledgment of the lat- 
ter that he actually committed the crime, he may advise the prisoner to plead 
“not guilty.” In the course of the trial he may point out inconsistencies in 
the testimony of the witnesses, he may adduce circumstantial evidence that 
might persuade the judge or the jury that the accused is not guilty, he may 
summon character witnesses who will sincerely testify that they believe the 
prisoner is not the type of person who would commit this crime, and he may 
present facts that would seem to indicate that the accused was not responsible 
for his actions at the time when the crime was committed. If the prisoner 
acknowledges his guilt, the lawyer may plead for’a lenient sentence. However, 
under no circumstances may the lawyer use or approve witnesses who will 
perjure themselves on the stand. Furthermore, when he is practically certain 
that the prisoner, if he is exonerated, will continue a career of crime, the 
lawyer may not strive to have him declared not guilty. This would be an act 
of co-operation toward the future misdeeds of the lawyer’s client. Hence, it is 
to be feared that many of those lawyers who are known as “criminal lawyers” 
are helping those whom they defend to persevere in their evil deeds and ac- 
cordingly, in the sight of God, are guilty of participation in their crimes. 
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Mary, Mother of 
Christ’s Mystical Body 


In the last month of the Marian year, it is good to reflect on how rightly all 


Christians call Mary their mother. 


Francis A. Brunner 


F IFTY years ago, in com- 
memorating the golden anniversary of 
the definition of the Immaculate Con- 
ception, Pope St. Pius X developed 
the theme which is the subject of this 
article. In his encyclical, Ad diem 
illum, the Pontiff says, concisely and 
beautifully: 


Is not Mary the Mother of Christ? She 
is then also our mother. For it is to be 
laid down as a certain principle that 
Jesus, being the Word made flesh, is at 
the same time the Redeemer of the 
human race. Now as God made man 
He has a body like other men; but as 
the Saviour of our race He acquired a 
kind of spiritual and mystical body 
which is nothing else than the society of 
Christians united to Him by faith: “We, 
though many, form one body in Christ” 
(Rom. 12:5). The Blessed Virgin con- 
ceived the Son of God not only that 
He should become man, but that 
through the nature received from her He 
might become the Saviour of men. This 
is the reason why the angel said to the 
shepherds: “This day is born to you a 
Saviour who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:11). 

Therefore in the womb of that chaste 
mother in which He took flesh, Jesus 
united to Himself His spiritual body 
made up of those who were to believe 
in Him, so that it can be said that Mary, 
bearing the Saviour in her womb, bore 
also those whose life is contained in the 
Saviour’s life. All of us, -consequently, 


who are united with Christ and are, in 
the Apostle’s words, “members of His 
flesh and of His bones” (Eph. 5:30), 
have come forth from Mary’s womb as 
a body attached to its head. Accord- 
ingly we are called, in a spiritual and 
mystical sense, children of Mary, and 
she, for her part, is the mother of us all. 


Clearly then the title of Mother of 
Christ’s Mystical Body is Mary’s of 
right. It is not merely a sentimental 
phrase. In whatever light we regard 
the matter, we must conclude that we 
are justified in calling Mary our moth- 
er. The term “mother” can be used in 
a variety of ways. It is a title of cour- 
tesy given to those who hold a posi- 
tion of authority in religious houses 
of women. It is often a form of re- 
pectful address offered to women dis- 
tinguished for their prudence or wide 
influence. But when we refer to Mary 
as our mother we -mean that she 
brought us forth, for by her coopera- 
tion with the Holy Ghost she made it 
possible for us to have life, supernat- 
ural life, the life of grace. With the 
Spirit of God, in dependence on Him, 
but none the less with full and free 
operation on her part, she became the 
mother of men in all reality, engender- 
ing them unto God. This is not poetry. 
This is fact. 

Christ and we are one. Such is the 
meaning of the doctrine of the Mystical 
Body. Christ is the Head, we are the 
members. Through baptism we are 
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animated with the same Holy Spirit, 
incorporated into the one Church 
which is Christ. There is an identity 
between us. Hence Mary, as the moth- 
er of the Saviour, as the mother of that 
vital influence which has given life to 
the whole Church, in so far is also 
the mother of men. The mother of 
Jesus Christ according to the flesh is 
the mother of all His members accord- 
ing to the spirit. The mother earth that 
produces the vine produces also the 
branches. On the day of her annuncia- 
tion, says St. Bernardine, “she bore 
all men in her womb as a true mother 
bears her children.” 

But it was on Calvary, amid su- 
preme anguish of soul, that she gave 
them birth. For then, from the riven 
side of Christ, the Church came forth, 
as Eve came from the side of Adam. 
As if our Lord would confirm and 
sanction what we have already de- 
duced, as if He would encourage His 
followers to draw out this interpreta- 
tion to the fullest, He himself gave us 
testimony of Mary’s motherhood of 
men. From the cross of redemption He 
uttered those wondrous words to 
Mary: Behold thy son! This was His 
dying bequest. Knowing as we do 
Mary’s part in our redemption, are we 
not right in seeing in these words an 
affirmation of Mary’s title as mother 
of men? “Surely she is our mother,” 
to quote Pope Pius VIII, “the mother 
of compassion and grace, to whom 
Christ entrusted us as He was expir- 
ing on the cross.” 


Yet Mary could not be called our 
mother in the full and true sense un- 
less she had a causal activity in our 
redemption, for it is through the re- 
demption that we obtain life. Seeing 
that the whole and sole purpose of 
the incarnation of the Son of God was 
that He should be a saving victim for 


mankind, the motherhood of Mary 
implies an active, efficient cooperation 
in the work of the world’s Saviour. 
Christ was sacrificed not only as the 
man Jesus, but as the son of Mary. 
This is in the very nature of things, 
since He was her true son, flesh of her 
flesh and blood of her blood. In sur- 
rendering her son to be sacrificed, 
Mary gave up something of her own; 
hence she shares in that sacrifice in 
which something of her own was im- 
molated. 

Finishing the act begun at the annun- 
ciation, she offered the bloody sacri- 
fice with her Son, Who had so mysteri- 
ously become her spouse. At a time 
when the Christian priesthood had not 
yet started to function, the Blessed 
Virgin thus shared in the unique 
priesthood of Christ. One must recog- 
nize, of course, that Mary’s merit in 
this was merit only by analogy. totally 
dependent on the real merit of the Re- 
deemer. Still, by her consent and by 
her active participation in the redemp- 
tive sacrifice, the Virgin did obtain — 
through Christ, and with Him and in 
Him — the overthrow of the ancient 
serpent, the restoration of the world, 
the reconciliation of the entire human 
race. 

That Mary was like her Son is for 
us a commonplace. But we may 
miss certain important elements in 
likeness, if we do not analyze it. He 
was the Man of Sorrows, she the 
Mother of Sorrows. From the mo- 
ment of her Son’s birth, almost all we 
know of her was shot through with 
grief — the chill of the isolated stable, 
the prophetic words of Simeon, the 
harrowing flight into Egypt, the three 
days’ loss in the temple when He was 
twelve, the dolorous way of the cross. 
He suffered: she suffered. True, her 
sufferings were related to His, but they 
were not merely a reaction to His; they 
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were her own. She suffered not merely 
with Him, as any mother would suffer 
in the suffering of her child. She suf- 
fered in her own right. He had His 
passion, she her com-passion. And 
while His indeed accomplished every- 
thing, hers was not for nothing. It was 
part of the design of redemption that 
while the divine person suffered for 
the sins of the world, a human person 
should suffer in parallel to Him. The 
New Adam and the New Eve. 

There was thus a union between 
Mary and her Son in the latter’s sac- 
rifice. And that union was brought 
about by the voluntary action of Mary, 
by the heroic consent of the mother to 
the death of the Son, by the offering 
she makes of it for man’s salvation. 
That consent, that offering, proceeded 
from a most perfect charity. For it was 
a painful consent and a dolorous of- 
fering, entailing the bitterest of suffer- 
ings. The whole lamentation of the 
Stabat Mater is utterly inadequate to 
express a desolation which the sacred 
liturgy styles “great as the sea.” This 
heroic conformity of the mother with 
the will of her Son was certainly ac- 
ceptable to God. What is more, it was 
pre-ordained by God for the very 
same end for which Mary suffered 
with her Son. For the sins of the 
world. It is understandable that not a 
few writers, ancient and modern, have 
actually entertained the idea of a 
“priesthood” in Mary. No words of 
mere theologian could explain more 
clearly Mary’s part in our redemption 
than the trenchant phrases of Pope 
Benedict XV: 


She suffered and almost died with her 
suffering and dying Son; she abdicated 
her maternal rights over her Son for the 
salvation of man; she immolated Him, 
insofar as it was in her power, in order 
to appease the divine justice, in such a 


way that it may rightly be said that she, 
together with Christ, redeemed the hu- 
man race. 


Thus Mary (as Pope Pius XII put 
it) became spiritually the mother of 
all Christ’s members “through the 
added title of pain and glory,” became 
the mother of the Mystical Body of 
Christ. And as a mother’s work does 
not cease when she has given her chil- 
dren birth, so Mary’s work in our re- 
gard did not cease with Calvary. Rath- 
er, it had just begun. This is the whole 
meaning of Catholic devotion to the 
mother of God: that we regard her as 
the mediatress of grace, as the dis- 
penser of God’s favors. As she was 
the intermediary in the work of re- 
demption, she is the intermediary in 
the distribution of the fruits of re- 
demption. She is the living bond be- 
tween Christ and men; in fact, eccle- 
siastical writers frequently use a bold 
figure and designate her as the neck 
of the Mystical Body. 

It is difficult to find words to ex- 
press this real and efficient influence 
that Mary exercises in the application 
of the fruits of Christ’s passion. But 
clearly it is God’s plan that Mary, our 
mother, should continue to watch over 
the growth of our spiritual life as a 
mother that nurses her child. Pope Leo 
did not hesitate to adopt St. Bernar- 
dine of Siena’s outline of the three 
steps by which grace is dispensed to 
us: “from God to Christ, from Christ 
to the Blessed Virgin, and from the 
Blessed Virgin to us.” 

Our Lady, then, holds various titles 
that give expression to her relation- 
ship to men: Refuge of sinners, help 
of Christians, our advocate, our life, 
our sweetness and our hope. None is 
more comprehensive, none should be 
more dear to us, than that sweet word 
“mother.” 
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For Wives and Husbands Only 


‘Donald F. Miller 


May Older People Marry? 


Problem: A man about sixty marries a woman in her fifties. The woman 
knows, of course, that she is too old to have children, and the marriage is 
obviously one of convenience and expediency. Can the Catholic Church sanc- 
tion and bless such a marriage, considering the fact that, according to Catholic 
teaching, marriage is designed solely for the procreation of children? 

Solution: It is not true that marriage is intended by God solely for the 
pro-creation of children. It is Catholic teaching, and this is also part of the 
natural law that God imposed on all human beings, that marriage is an in- 
stitution intended primarily for the procreation of children. But there are 
other important purposes of marriage. One of them is that husband and wife 
are to help each other avoid sin, practice virtue, grow in sanctifying grace, 
and so help each other attain the happiness of heaven. Another purpose of 
marriage is that husband and wife are to try to make each other as happy 
as possible here in this world, without giving way to any of their evil inclin- 
ations toward sinful pleasure. 


God’s law, and the law of the Catholic Church, binds married people to 
respect and fulfill the primary purpose of marriage, not by making the 
validity of their marriage dependent on their actually having children, or 
even on their being physically able to have children, but by merely insisting 
that they properly use the marriage rights and place no deliberate obstacle in 
the way of having children when they choose to use those rights. 

If the validity of a marriage depended on a couple’s actual ability to have 
children or on their actually having children, the status of so-called married 
couples would be the most uncertain thing in the world. In that case no 
couple would ever know that they were validly married until, sometimes long 
after the marriage ceremony, they found out whether or not they were ster- 
ile. God does not make marriage rest on so insecure a foundation; its valid- 
ity depends only on a couple’s ability to use the marriage right properly and 
their contract with each other to use it in the proper way. 


Thus there is nothing wrong with the marriage of persons who are beyond 
the child-bearing age. Besides fulfilling the contract they made of rightly 
using the privilege of marriage, they can achieve the secondary purposes of 
marriage, viz., of more easily avoiding sin and winning heaven, and of liv- 
ing peacefully in this passing world. 
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Portrait of Christ 


Two Blind Men 


at a Touch 


The dramatic circumstances in which Christ worked some of His greatest miracles. 
R. J. Miller 


F OUR different times Our Lord 
cured the blind; four times, that is, 
when we have the story told with all 
details in the Gospel. 

Four “different” times is a good 
way to put it, for there is difference 
in abundance in these curings of the 
blind. Of course they were all com- 
plete and miraculous cures; and they 
all proved the compassion of Christ 
for the blind as well as, in a deeper 
sense, His almighty power as God’s 
own Messenger, Messias, Son. 

And yet they contain differences 
that are intriguing and even mystifying. 

Two of them took place in Galilee 
near the end of Our Lord’s preaching 
in that country. The other two occur- 
red in Judea (one in Jerusalem itself, 
the other near Jericho) in the last 
months before the Passion. All the 
persons cured were men; they all were 
Jews; in two cases they were beggars, 
and the others seem to have been poor 
enough. 

The differences in the various cases 
lay in the way Our Lord worked each 
miracle; the “technique” He used; and 
also what he told the people to do (or 
not to do) after they were cured. 

In two cases, the cure was instan- 
taneous; He simply touched the blind 
men or their eyes, and they saw. In 
the other two it was gradual; Our Lord 
chose to go through strange ceremo- 


nies, the strangest of which was that 
He actually took some of His own 
spittle and applied it to the blind eyes. 
Then after the cure, the men in Gali- 
lee were warned and urged not to pub- 
lish the miracle, whereas the two in 
Judea had no such prohibition. 

In recent Liguorian articles of this 
series we followed the case of one of 
these latter: the blind beggar cured 
by Christ in Jerusalem, and how it 
seemed to be Our Lord’s deliberate 
intention on that occasion that the 
man, after he had received his sight, 
far from concealing the fact, should 
rather stand forth as the fearless 
champion of Jesus Christ before the 
leaders of the Jewish people. 

It was far different with the earlier 
cures in Galilee. 

The first one recorded in the Gos- 
pel is to be found in the ninth chapter 
of St. Matthew. 

Jesus had been preaching in Gali- 
lee for some months: long enough to 
have made sworn enemies of the Phar- 
isees and Scribes. By now they were 
constantly on the watch to find some 
way of working His ruin. On the other 
hand, at this very time His fame 
among the ordinary people had reach- 
ed its highest level. Indeed it was com- 
ing to the point where at a moment’s 
notice they “would come to take Him 
by force and make Him king.” 
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The fame of Him went abroad into all 
that country 


is a statement which St. Matthew 
makes twice in immediate connection 
with this miracle: once before and 
once after. 

Now both of these attitudes, the 
hatred of the Pharisees and the wor- 
ship of the ordinary people, were ob- 
stacles to Our Lord’s true plan and 
work in the world. He had come “to 
give His life a redemption for many.” 
He had not come to be made an earth- 
ly king. And He was to lay down His 
life at a fixed time and place, not be- 
fore or anywhere else. These very def- 
inite features in the divine blueprint 
of His life have to be kept in mind as 
necessary background or setting for 
the miracle of the cure of these first 
two blind men. 

The immediate background for this 
miracle, however, was the end of an- 
other miracle: the raising of the little 
daughter of Jairus to life. When that 
extraordinary fact became known, says 
St. Matthew: 


the fame of it went abroad into all that 
country. 


Try to picture how it was that it 
“went abroad.” In working the miracle 
Our Lord had gone into the house of 
mourning, saying: 


The maid is not dead, but sleeping; 


and there was an outburst of mockery 
amid the weeping and wailing as He 
entered the darkened chamber of 
death. 

Then suddenly a wild cry of joy 
was heard: “She is alive! He brought 
her back to life!” Servants run wildly 
about the house and come tumbling 
out the door into the street; from 


house to house the word flies like 
wild-fire. In and out of the bazaars, 
around the public square and the city 
fountains; back down side streets and 
narrow back alleys; out into the open 
country, to be passed on to traveling 
caravans; among the camel-drivers at 
their stopping places, with the shep- 
herds over their bonfires in the hills: 


the fame of it went abroad into all that 
country. 


Early in the spread of the news, in 
Capharnaum itself (for that is where 
it took place) two blind men in the 
street hear it open-mouthed. A pass- 
ing friend is gasping out the story: 

“He raised a dead child to life! The 
little daughter of Jairus, ruler of the 
synagogue! He must be the Son of 
David, the Messias!” 

How hope must have flooded the 
hearts of the blind men as they clawed 
at the robe of their friend: “Where is 
He? Where is He?” 

“Still in the house! And do you 
know what He told the mother and 
father?” 

“Perhaps that they should give glory 
to God?” 

“He told them to give the little girl 
something to eat!” 

“But here He comes! Make way! 
Make way!” 

And as Our Lord passed by, St. 
Matthew says: 


There followed Him two blind men 
shouting out: 
Have mercy on us, O Son of David! 


They were seizing their opportunity 
right then and there. 

But strangely enough, Jesus seemed 
to be paying no attention to them 
whatever. He walked straight on, and 
went into “the house.” 
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When He had come into the house, 
the blind men came to Him. 


St. Matthew mentions this house 
several times, as though it was Our 
Lord’s own home in Capharnaum. 
Here He worked the miracle of curing 
“the man who came through the roof,” 
greeting him with the words: 


Your sins are forgiven you, 


and going on to heal the man’s palsy 
or paralysis as proof that 


the Son of Man has power on earth to 
forgive sins. 


To this house, moreover, Jesus would 
retire after periods of preaching and 
traveling in Galilee; and here He actu- 
ally seems to have made His home 
during the cold rainy winter months, 
when He could not go out upon these 
missionary travels. Indeed, He had 
made it His home to such an extent 
that St. Matthew speaks of Caphar- 
naum (where the house was located) 
as “His own city.” Evidently He had 
bade farewell to Nazareth as His home 
once the public life began. 

But how (we may wonder here) did 
this change of homes from Nazareth to 
Capharnaum affect Our Lord’s own 
immaculate Mother? Surely it must 
have involved a sacrifice for her: one 
of the many she made gladly as her 
part in her divine Son’s great work of 
sacrifice for human redemption. But 
sacrifice for her there surely was: to 
see Him no longer completely her 
own; to realize that her home in Naza- 
reth was no longer home to Him; to 
see another woman presiding at His 
table; even to hear Him calling anoth- 
er woman “Mother.” 

This woman, the housekeeper and 
manager of the house, was Simon 


Peter’s mother-in-law. Our Lord had 
cured her of a fever in that very house. 
And when He began to make His 
home there, and sat down to meals at 
the side of Simon Peter, it is not at 
all fanciful to picture Him as calling 
her, the lady of the house, by the 
name of “Mother”; especially since 
Peter at His side was doing the same. 

Peter’s mother-in-law thus becomes a 
very high-placed character in the Gos- 
pel story, though we know very little 
about her. We do not even know her 
name. And yet her close association 
with Jesus and Mary might entitle her 
to be regarded as the patron or model 
of all mother-in-laws, even though she 
never utters a word (or perhaps just 
because she never utters a word), and 
even though she is a mother-in-law 
without a name, except the name of 
“Peter’s mother-in-law.” 

Her “association with Mary” is easy 
to surmise, intriguing to speculate 
upon. Surely they got along together 
very well, with never a bit of con- 
straint between them. We may pic- 
ture Peter’s mother-in-law, especially 
at the beginning of Our Lord’s stay at 
her home, having long conversations 
with Mary, taking counsel on the wants 
and needs, the tastes, the likes and 
dislikes, of Mary’s Son. And perhaps 
Our Lady too was often an honored 
guest in Peter’s home. 

This was the house, then, to which 
Jesus made His way followed by the 
two wildly shouting blind men. As He 
went along, He paid no attention to 
them at all. The reason for this strange 
seeming indifference is to be found in 
the name they were giving Him: Jesus, 
Son of David. 

It is the first time in the Gospel 
story that Our Lord is addressed by 
this name, and the very use of it by 
the blind men shows the height to 
which “the fame of Him” had attained 
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in Galilee. For “Son of David” in that 
time and country was the equivalent 
of Messias. It was the same as if they 
were shouting: “Jesus, Messias, have 
mercy on us!” Now at that particular 
place and time (as was explained 
above) Our Lord was unwilling to 
have attention focused upon Him in 
that way; He did not want to give the 
multitudes the occasion “to come and 
take Him by force and make Him 
king;” nor did He want to give the 
Pharisees an occasion, just at that time, 
to bring Him to trial for blasphemy or 
subversion. Hence when the blind men 
called Him “Messias,” He gave them 
no encouragement whatsoever. 

Once inside the house, however, it 
was different. The blind men had fol- 
lowed Him into the house, right past 
Peter’s mother-in-law greeting Him at 
the door. Safe from the tumult out- 
side, Jesus turned to them and said: 


Do you believe that I can do this for 
you? 


It was a touching thing for Christ 
to say; simple and straightforward, 
with nothing of the patronizing about 
it; almost what the trusted family doc- 
tor might say to an old friend and 
patient: 


So you think I can cure you? 


But at the same time there is some- 
thing puzzling about it too. Under the 
circumstances, Our Lord’s question 
hardly seems necessary. The two blind 
men had faith; they had been shouting 
out the fact at the top of their lungs, 
all up and down the streets of the 
town. Why, then, did Jesus ask them 
if they “believed?” 

It is another mystery of His unpre- 
dictable freedom of behaviour. But 
perhaps we can find some clue to the 


mystery just here among His various 
cures of blindness..Sometimes He used 
strange rites or ceremonies in curing 
blindness; sometimes He used none at 
all. When He used the ceremonies, the 
cure was gradual; without the cere- 
monies, it was instantaneous. When 
He used the ceremonies, moreover 
(and this is the important point for 
our present purpose) there is no men- 
tion in the Gospel that the men con- 
cerned had had faith in Him before, or 
had faith at that very time; while, if 
there are no ceremonies, we find that 
there is faith in the people concerned 
beforehand. It is as if He used the 
ceremonies to arouse faith; and where 
He found faith present already, He 
dispensed with the ceremonies. 

So here in the present case: Our 
Lord’s question: “Do you believe that 
I can do this for you?” was a kind of 
formal and official certification that 
there was faith here strong enough to 
enable Him to dispense with the cere- 
monies. 

And this is what followed upon His 
question: 


They say to Him: Yes, Lord. 

Then He touched their eyes, saying: 
According to your faith, be it done unto 
you. 

And their eyes were opened. 


“Yes, Lord!” The cry came from 
their hearts, as they eagezly lifted their 
faces toward this “Son of David.” 
Then for a moment their blind eyes 
felt the touch of His gentle fingers, 
and they heard Him utter His simple 
command. The next moment, daylight 
and the world of sight burst upon 
them. 

Their reaction, we may be quite 
sure, was a prompt and vigorous shout 
of joy and gratitude; cut short, how- 
ever, by a stern command from Jesus 
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Christ. 


Jesus strictly charged them, saying: 
Do not dare let anyone find out about 


Students of the Gospel language tell 
us that the original word for “strictly 
charged” is much stronger than that. 
It rather carries the meaning of a 
“thundering rebuke.” And in that 
sense, we can picture the scene fairly 
easily: The two men just cured start- 
ing up with their glad cries, ready to 
dash out and tell the world all about 
it; then Our Lord quickly, command- 
ingly, intervening to forbid any pub- 
lication of the miracle. It would seem 
that even though they were most vehe- 
ment in their joy, Our Lord’s com- 
mand to them was made so powerfully 
as to silence even their joyous shouts. 

But not for long: 


But they going out spread His fame 


abroad into all that country. 


Was it disobedience for them to do 
so? Was it a sin? ; 

The Fathers of the Church did not 
think so. The blind men surely had 
the best intentions as they left the 
house, ready to do anything the Mas- 
ter, their great Benefactor, told them. 
But the moment they got outside, 
there were their neighbors and friends, 
full of amazed questions at their new- 
found eyesight: “When, where, how? 
Who? Was it Himself — the Master? 
It must have been! Why won’t you 
tell? Have you turned against Him 
like the Pharisees?” And so forth. 

All this, together with the gratitude 
swelling in their own hearts, finally 
reached a bursting point. And then, 
after silence, they went to the opposite 
extreme: 


They spread His fame abroad into all 
that country. 








Merry Christmas 
To a Member of the U. S. Armed Forces 
You are’ the symbol of the peace we seek 
Amid the warring passions of the world; 
You stand before the homesteads of the meek 
Against which threats of tyranny are hurled. 


Stand in His name Who offered peace on earth 
To those who heed His everlasting word; 

Let your life show the lessons of His birth 
By which alone to peace can men be stirred. 


So take the burdens and the grim routine 
Disrupting all your youthful plans and dreams. 

He Who the stable and the cross has seen 
Assures you that your sacrifice redeems. 


D. F. 
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Teen-Age Problem 


Donald F. Miller 


Company-Keeping at Fifteen 
Problem: I am fifteen years old and my father and mother won’t let me 
go steady with any boy-friend, as most of the other girls my age are doing. 
It seems as if they don’t trust me to be good, and as if they don’t want me 
ever to get married. I wouldn’t get married for several years anyway, but a 
person has to go out with boys if she is ever going to have a chance at all. 
Shouldn’t my parents let me do what all the other kids are doing? 


Solution: 1 hope you will consider carefully what I have to say because it 
can mean a great deal for your happiness. The very fact that you wrote to a 
priest for advice must mean that you will give serious thought to whatever 
advice is given by him. 


There are two things that make me string along with your parents, against 
the example that is given by hundreds of other parents and their fifteen-year- 
old daughters. The first is the fact that by forbidding you to keep steady 
company they are really hoping to help you make the very best of your high 
school education. You cannot do that while at the same time you run the 
risk of the constant distractions and emotional excitement that usually go 
with steady company-keeping. If you have a steady date and are permitted to 
go out a couple of times a week with the boy, you will always be more or 
less immature; you won’t grow up to be the kind of intelligent person I’m 


sure you would like to be. 


The second thing that makes me want to help you submit to your parents’ 
wish is the fact that more unsuccessful marriages are made by girls who start 
company-keeping at fourteen or fifteen than by those who wait until they 
are more mature. This is either because you are more liable to fall into sin 
when you begin to keep steady company at fifteen (and sins of impurity al- 
ways are a handicap to a successful marriage); or because, if you start keep- 
ing company at an early age, you are very apt to be guided only by your emo- 
tions when you do pick a partner for marriage, and not by your emotions to- 


gether with your reason and your faith. 


I think, therefore, that you are a thousand times better off obeying your 


parents than any of your pals who already have their steady dates. Ten years 


from now, I'll prophesy, they will wish they had had parents like yours. 
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Happenings in Rome 


Monthly round-up of significant events in the capital of Christendom. 
Christopher McEnniry 


Message to Germany: 

High above the ancient city of Fulda 
is the crypt containing the sacred relics 
of St. Boniface, who brought the faith 
to Germany. For the seventy-sixth year 
the bishops of Germany have gathered 
in prayerful conference around the 
tomb of the first bishop to thank God 
for this faith and to plan means to 
keep it ever bright and young. Their 
slogan for this year was the words of 
Christ: “Be ye witnesses for Me.” 

So pleased was the Pope with this 
slogan that he made it the refrain of 
his fatherly letter to the assembled 
bishops. 

“Be ye witnesses for Me.” — Wit- 
nesses for the faith and for the moral 
law which it imposes. This moral law 
is fixed and unchanging. It is not 
modified to please the whims of suc- 
ceeding generations. 

“Be ye witnesses.” itnesses to 
the fundamental value of this faith. 
God, the immortal soul, the truth and 
grace of Jesus Christ — these are the 
only things that have absolute, un- 
changing value: all else is relative. 

“Be ye witnesses.” Witnesses to the 
workings of the faith — in the individ- 
ual, in the home, in public life, even 
in the official halls where laws are 
made and enforced. For these laws 
must be in conformity with the eternal 
laws of God. 

“Be ye witnesses.” Witnesses to the 
world mission of the faith. Going 
forth, preach the Gospel — first to 
the people confided to your care, to 
your fellow countrymen, then to the 
tribes and peoples and nations of the 
globe.” 


Cardinal’s Will: 

With the death of Ildefonso Shuster 
a great light went out in the Church 
of God. He was, first a monk in the 
Order of St. Benedict, then Cardinal 
Archbishop of Milan, the venerable 
diocese of St. Ambrose and of St. 
Charles Borremeo. His last will and 
testament: 

“In the name of the Most Holy 
Trinity. Amen. 

“Not knowing the day of my death, 
already now I make my spiritual testa- 
ment. From the hands of the good 
God I accept death at the time, in the 
place, and from whatever cause may 
please the Lord. I accept death that 
it may be an atonement for my sins, 
and that it may, in union with the Pas- 
sion of Christ, go towards supplying 
what is still wanting for the sanctifica- 
tion of the diocese and the people 
confided to my care.” 

Then he wrote the last earnest 
words of a devoted shepherd for his 
fellow-priests and for his flock. 

“I was born poor, I lived poor, and, 
since I had made the vows of a poor 
monk, even while on the throne of St. 
Ambrose I counted myself always the 
dispenser, not the owner, of the goods 
of the diocese. After the payment of 
my debts of justice and gratitude, what 
little is left is to go to buy bread for 
the poor, at least until the installation 
of my successor. 

“I have always been loyal toward 
the civil and political authorities, but 
with that Gospel liberty which a bishop 
may not renounce. From the signing 
of the Concordat I have stood by the 
Supreme Pontiff in his efforts to ‘give 
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God to Italy and Italy to God.’ 

“I direct that my body be laid be- 
side those of the holy Archbishops 
buried in the Milan Cathedral, in 
whose company I hope to be found on 
the day of the resurrection. 

“My soul I consign to the mercy of 
God, and to the intercession of the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary and of St. 
Benedict and of all our holy patrons. 
I beg clergy and people to pray for 
me, as I shall not fail to pray for them. 

“Father, into Thy hands I commend 
my spirit.” 


Message to Switzerland: 

Little Switzerland is made up of 
three different regions, each with its 
own language. When these staunch 
Christians held their National Catho- 
lic Congress and the Pope spoke to 
them over the air, all could under- 
stand his words, for he spoke in 
French, German and Italian. 

“When We proclaimed the Marian 
Year,” he said, “We did so precisely 
that, through the powerful intercession 
of Mary, the living faith of our sons 
and daughters might increase and wax 
strong as a protecting dike against the 
rising tide of materialism. 

“Science is making prodigious prog- 
ress. If this progress in science is coun- 
terbalanced by progress in religion and 
morality, it is all to the good: other- 
wise it can spell universal ruin. Here 
is work for the children of the Church. 

“Materialism is exerting more and 
more force to exclude the love and 
fear of God from public life, from the 
home and the family, even from in- 
dividual souls. Who can stop it if not 
the children of the Church? How can 
you stop it? By your prayers, by your 
reception of the sacraments, by your 


intense devotion to Jesus Christ, by 
your struggle against sin, by your cru- 
sade for purity. Christian marriage is 
threatened. Who can save it if not 
you? The mad rush for pleasure is 
overlapping all barriers. Who can stop 
it if not you? 

“Here is your order of the day: 
‘Return to the spirit of the early Chris- 
tians.’ They too lived in a pagan age, 
in pagan surroundings, amid pagan 
ideals, pagan pleasures, pagan de- 
bauchery. They made no compromise 
with paganism. They fought it. And 
even though multitudes died martyrs 
in the struggle, they conquered.” 


The Pope Talks on Hell: 

“Hell!” A well-known word. If you 
use it as a joke (threadbare though it 
be) you may get a smile. If you make 
it the subject of a sermon you will re- 
ceive a glassy stare. There are those 
who do not approve of a serious dis- 
course on hell — too disturbing, too 
depressing, almost coarse. “That priest 
was raised in the slums, and he has 
never become thoroughly cultured!” 

Pope Pius XII, that most cultured 
of gentlemen, recently gave a radio 
address in which he preached about 
hell. He was speaking to those charm- 
ing young children of Mary on the oc- 
casion of the National Marian Con- 
gress of Bolivia, South America. He 
reminded them of the effects of the 
sacrament of baptism. From then on, 
he said, your souls are white and beau- 
tiful with the dazzling whiteness and 
the celestial beauty of sanctifying 
grace — unless, indeed, you commit 
mortal sin, disfigure your souls and 
condemn yourselves to the eternal suf- 
ferings of hell. What disaster could 
ever equal that! 


The Catholic Messenger notes that Florida, Arizona, Kentucky and Missis- 
sippi have small communities named Christmas. 
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By the Bystander 











On Christmas this thought enters the 
mind of the bystander, as it has disturbed 
many other Christian writers and workers: 
Is there any good purpose to be served in 
setting forth practical programs of social 
and racial justice, plans for reducing juven- 
ile delinquency in the world, projects that 
will arrest the progress of communism, 
without having first converted to full ac- 
ceptance of Christianity those to whom 
these practical ideas are given? Or, to put 
the thought in another way, is not the most 
important objective in the world just to turn 
people to Christ, to make them followers 
of Him? Should not Catholic writers stop 
talking about unions and collective bar- 
gaining and the right to a living wage and 
the practical aspects of racial discrimination 
and the dangers of communism, and exert 
all their efforts merely to bring more peo- 
ple to be genuine followers of Christ? 


There are those who feel that the answer 
to these last two questions is a resounding 
yes. They give these reasons for it. First, 
they say that Christ did not talk about 
such subjects as unions, collective bargain- 
ing, segregation of races, etc. He spoke 
only about loving God and loving one’s 
neighbor and saving one’s soul. Therefore 
priest-writers should steer clear of specific 
issues in modern society and stick to the 
general principles preached by Christ, 
thereby working mainly for the conversion 
and salvation of souls. Secondly, they say 
that no great reforms can ever be accom- 
plished in the practical order until those 
involved have become real followers of 
Christ. Therefore the priest-writer should 
not waste his time and talent on practical 


plans for bettering conditions in the world. 
Thirdly, some say that as soon as a priest 
starts to discuss such subjects as the good 
or evil of capitalism, the necessity or ini- 
quity of unions, the principles of the living 
wage, the specific obligations of racial jus- 
tice, he is on controversial ground and is 
bound to make enemies of people who hold 
different views than his own. Therefore he 
should stay away from the practical prob- 
lems of the day and stick to the more gen- 
eral and theoretical teachings of Christ. 


Any priest-writer who has become at all 
involved in discussing, from a moral and 
Christian viewpoint, the practical social 
problems of the day, will find himself oft- 
en and seriously tempted to accept this 
view and to take the easy path of con- 
cerning himself only with purely spiritual 
matters and general principles that are to 
be followed by all men. But on second and 
third thought, he realizes that this would 
not be either loyalty to Christ or the ful- 
fillment of his mission as a Catholic priest. 
This is primarily because the greatest evil 
into which men fall today is the evil of 
secularism, an evil that is by no means to 
be found only in pagans. The secularistic 
Christian or Catholic is a person who main- 
tains a nominal and perhaps a sentimental 
attachment to Jesus Christ, but who di- 
rects his practical affairs according to prin- 
ciples that are contrary to those laid down 
by Christ. Such a Christian or Catholic 
loves to hear and read beautiful but vague 
tributes to Christ and Christianity, and 
heart-warming panegyrics on the privilege 
of being a Christian. But he does not want 
to be told specifically of his obligation in 
business, or toward his colored fellow-citi- 
zens, or toward the poor. And there are 
two kinds of such secularists. There is the 
hopeless kind, who, inflated by pride, just 
will not listen to any priest, bishop or Pope 
who applies Christian principles to his busi- 
ness and social relationships. There is also 
the open-minded kind, who, much though 
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it hurts, will listen to what representatives 
of Christ have to say about practical ap- 
plications of Christianity, and will try to 
understand and carry them out. 
ca 

But the discussion of practical social prob- 
lems in the light of Christian principles is 
also necessary for those who have not as 
yet come to know Christ, and often before 
they come to know Him as their -Saviour. 
There are many people in the world who as 
yet know very little about Christ, but who 
are consciously concerned over bettering the 
world in which they live. If spokesmen of 
Christianity offer no solution to crying 
practical problems, no moral indictments 
of specific injustices, no program for mak- 
ing society reasonably peaceful and pros- 
perous, these seekers after light and good- 
ness and justice are never going to think 
for a moment of Christianity as an answer 
to their quest. We say this, fully conscious 
of the fact that Christ came primarily to 
lead all men to heaven, not to make a heav- 
en out of this world. But the way to heav- 
en marked out by Him is designed, if fol- 
lowed by all men, to create a reign of jus- 
tice and peace among men on earth. Men 
must be shown practically how they must 
contribute to this justice and peace if they 
are to win heaven. And many a modern 
pagan has been converted to Christianity 
through first seeing that Christianity has 
the only clear program of justice and peace 
for this world, even though it is designed 
in the end to lead them to heaven. 

cy 

The objections to priest-writers treating 
of the moral aspects of business, econom- 
ics, labor unions, race relations, etc., all 
dribble away into nothing. That Christ was 
unconcerned about practical situations in 
this world, and preached only about heav- 
en and the general principles of loving God 
and neighbor, is contradicted by all four 
Gospels that speak of His work. His mir- 
acles in favor of the suffering -contradict 
it; His sermon on the Mount contradicts it; 


His repeated warnings about the danger of 
riches and terrible condemnations of the 
Pharisees contradict it. That it is necessary 
first to convert all men to Christianity be- 
fore talking about such practical things as 
duties of employers, the rights of labor 
unions, the importance of collective bar- 
gaining, the evil of race prejudice, is con- 
tradicted by the very fact that it is only 
through the doctrine of the Catholic 
Church as the representative of Christ on 
these important practical points that many 
people will be led to investigate further 
both the divinity of Christ and the truth 
of His Church as the great means of their 
eternal salvation. 
e 

But what of the last objection — that 
there is so much controversy concerning 
the specific, practical, moral problems of 
business and race relations that the priest 
should stay out of these fields entirely? 
First of all, some of the so-called contro- 
versy is merely the refusal of secularistic 
Christians to accept authoritative state- 
ments on the part of the Church in regard 
to practical moral problems. The Pope may 
write an encyclical embodying certain prin- 
ciples of justice as they must be applied to 
the modern business world; some Catholics 
will say that this is controversial matter and 
they have a right to disagree with the Pope. 
Secondly, there is indeed a vast field of 
problems in which it is difficult for any- 
one to be absolutely certain of the con- 
clusions to be drawn because of the great 
number of circumstances that must be taken 
into consideration. In these matters there 
should be a respectful interchange of in- 
formation, opinion and argument between 
the priest and those who face the problems 
in the world, so that together they may 
work out the true solution according to the 
mind of Christ. 

e 

So, on Christmas, the bystander reflects 
on whether, as he looks at the crib repre- 
senting the birthplace of Christ, he should 
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just give up thinking, reading, talking, writ- No. Christ came to live in the world to be 
ing, about the problems of social justice, part of the world, to direct all things and 
Christian economics, modern capitalism, la- all men in the world. Both in Himself and 
bor unions, and all the other “controvert- in His teaching and in its practical applica- 
ed” topics. And the answer comes to him: tions we must try to make Him known. 


Thoughts fer the Shut-In 
Leonard F. Hyland 
| Christmas Dialogue 


By way of a little meditation at this holy time of the year, we suggest that 
the shut-in imagine himself conversing with Christ in something like the fol- 
lowing way. 

Shut-In: Inactivity is the hardest part of my cross. This being confined day 
after day and month after month. If only I could get out like other people! 

Christ: You complain of your inactivity, my child, yet only consider how 
I allowed myself to be cribbed and confined, I, the Lord of the universe, 
wrapped in swaddling bands and laid in a manger. I, the God of omnipotence, 
made dependent on a frail human mother, crying out for the milk she might 
give me to replenish my strength. Can the confinement you suffer begin to 
compare with mine? 

Shut-In:; But it is the uselessness of it all! I am a burden to all around me, 
and I am unable to do anything but lie here and suffer. . 

Christ: Unable to do anything but suffer! Oh, My child, it is a good thing 
for the world that I did not hold suffering in such low esteem when I lay on 
my bed of straw, trembling with cold on Christmas morning. It is a good 
thing for the world that I knew what suffering meant and what it could do 
when I lay on the bed of the cross, “unable,” as you say, “to do anything 
but lie there and suffer!” 

Shut-In: I begin to see, Lord, what suffering means. But the increasing 
pain is what I find it difficult to resign myself to. Sometimes I seem to be at 
the very limit of my endurance. 

Christ: My child, you underestimate the power of endurance I gave you 
when I chose you for the vocation of suffering. Just as my infant heart on 
Christmas day was infinite in its capacity for the suffering it would undergo, 
so I have enlarged your heart and soul, if only you will trust Me, to be able 
to accept any suffering I see fit to send to you. 

Shut-In: I know you must have done so, Lord, and I am sorry for having 
doubted your love. But time is so long, and I am so weak and frail. 

Christ: I understand, my child, and I also know something of how time 
can seem to drag its feet. I know something of your weakness at first hand; 
I took that weakness upon Myself when I became your Redeemer, Trust me, 
believe in Me, and follow My leading. You are indeed my chosen one, and I 
will pour into your heart on My birthday the choicest blessings of Bethle- 
hem: peace of heart and contentment with God’s Will. 
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Turnabout 

French Catholic women gave a new 
bell tower to the Basilica at Lourdes. 
According to the Paris Match, one of 
the donors making the gift possible was 
a niece of Emile Combes, Council 
President from 1905, who persecuted 
the religious congregations and caused 
enactment of many of the anti-Catholic 
French laws. When a large amount of 
bronze, silver and other metals was 
collected for the bell tower, Combes’s 
niece donated a bronze bust of her 
Church-persecuting uncle, who will 
now raise his voice even more brazen- 
ly, but to call people TO the church. 


The Whole Thing 

St. John Vianney, the Cure of Ars, 
was not noted for his intelligence, but 
he possessed a ready wit. As a candi- 
date for ordination, he was being ex- 
amined in theology by a representative 
of his bishop. 

John was making a very poor show- 
ing, and the exasperated examiner 
shouted in disgust: 

“This fellow is a complete ass. What 
can we do with him?” 

John answered: 

“Mr. Professor, if Samson armed 
with only the jawbone of an ass, could 
kill 3,000 Philistines, then what should 
not God be able to accomplish with a 
complete ass?” Camillus 


The Merry Martyr 

Among the little band of priests 
leaving Rome in the year 1580 to re- 
turn to England for mission work, was 
young Father Ralph Sherwin, now 
known as “The Merry Martyr.” 


Catholic Anecdotes 


With jubilant anticipation he and his 
companions received the blessing of St. 
Philip Neri and started for home. Fash- 
ionable gay garments were bought to 
be worn as a disguise. 

“With all this frippery, they try to 
Frenchify me,” wrote Father Sherwin 
to a friend; “God give us still the minds 
and hearts of priests, we go far astray 
from the habit here. They tell me I will 
never be handsome, and I reply that no 
priest was ever handsome in this at- 
tire.” 

For six months he preached in every 
part of England, and then was trapped 
by a spy posing as a fellow-Catholic. 
Even from the dungeon into which he 
was thrown, came the echo of his 
dauntless spirit. Of the heavy chains 
that fettered him he said: 

“I now wear on my feet and legs 
some little bells to keep me in mind 
who I am, and Whose I am. I never 
heard such sweet harmony before.” 

Soon he was tortured on the rack 
and “broken with pain, flung out into 
the snow-filled courtyard, and the next 
day, racked again.” At his trial when 
the death sentence was read, he cried: 

“Let us still rejoice and be glad, this 
is the day that the Lord hath made.” 

As they rattled over the cobbled 
streets to Tyburn and the gallows, Fa- 
ther Sherwin remarked to Father 
Campion, as he looked up at the sun: 

“T shall soon be above yonder fel- 
low!” 

As the cart was driven from under 
him, many of the spectators cried out, 
to the consternation of his foes: 

“Good Mr. Sherwin, the Lord God 
receive your soul.” Thus he died. 
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Advent 

Advent comprises the four weeks 
preceding Christmas. The English 
word comes from the Latin word 
adventus, meaning a coming or an ar- 
rival. The season of Advent is the 
time of preparation for the coming of 
Christ on Christmas day. 

It recalls the long wait that the peo- 
ple of the Old Testament had before 
God became a man and died on the 
cross for the human race. Those were 
sad and lonesome days. They were 
days of punishment. The people knew 
that they could not go to heaven until 
the Messiah came to redeem them. 
And so they prayed and did penance 
incessantly that this day of salvation 
might come soon. Finally the day 
dawned when Our Lord was born on 
Christmas. And the mourning of the 
people was turned into joy. 

We are the fortunate people of the 
New Testament. We have been re- 
deemed by the Blood of Our Lord. 
Our hope of salvation is assured. If 
we die in the state of grace, there is 
no waiting outside the gates of heaven 
until the Messiah comes to let us in 
through His sufferings and death. 

What, then, is the purpose of Ad- 
vent? Why need there be any prepara- 
tion for that which is already an ac- 
complished fact? 

Man has free will. Man can still of- 
fend God through his sins. The only 
way that man can come back to God 
after he has committed sin is to be 





sorry and to do penance. Nothing spot- 
ted or stained can stand in the pres- 
ence of the all pure God. While man 
has all the equipment necessary for 
the journey to heaven, due to the 
death of Our Lord, man can lose his 
way on this journey through his own 
perversity and foolishness, or man can 
allow himself to become so weak 
through his excesses that he cannot 
complete the journey. 

Advent is the time for doing pen- 
ance and for praying in order that sin 
may be atoned for, in order that the 
soul may be free of the slightest spot 
of dust when the Master puts in His 
appearance on Christmas day. This 
period of preparation lasts only four 
weeks. It is not very long. Not much 
can be done is so short a time. But 
enough can be done to make Christ- 
mas a much happier day than other- 
wise it might be. Penance and prayer, 
then, should be the program for the 
next four weeks. 


No Room in the Inn 


It is a mysterious thing that the suf- 
ferings and insults that Christ endured 
are endured also by His followers. Of 
course He foretold that so it would 
be. He said that the servant should 
not expect to be greater than the mas- 
ter, or to be treated better than the 
master. 

The night before Our Lord was born 
His mother and His foster father tried 
to find lodgings for Him in the city of 
Bethlehem. A dozen or more doors 
were knocked on. Each time the re- 
quest was made for shelter for the 
night, the answer was forthcoming that 
there was no room. Nor did it seem 
that anybody made any special efforts 
to make room. The answer simply 
was, “We’re all filled up. You'll have 
to look elsewhere.” 

Because there was no room in any 
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of the inns of the city or in any of the 
private homes, Mary and Joseph had 
to spend the night in a stable on the 
side of a hill. It was in that stable that 
Jesus Christ was born. The people in 
the town were having a merry time, 
singing and dancing and banqueting. 
Probably professional entertainers had 
been hired to keep the guests happy 
in some of the wealthier hostels. In 
the stable the only entertainers were 
the angels from heaven, and the only 
guests were a group of shepherds who 
had been watching their sheep in the 
neighboring field. 

Many mothers and fathers nowa- 
days are doing the very same thing 
that was done by Mary and Joseph on 
the first Christmas eve. They knock 
on the doors of apartments and of 
homes in order to find shelter for 
themselves and their family. But when 
the manager sees or hears that there 
are children, only too often he says 
firmly but politely that there is no 
room, that the building is all filled up, 
that they will have to look elsewhere. 
Or he comes right out and says that 
his building is not open to couples 
with children. 

It is flattering for people so refused 
to realize that they are being given 
almost exactly the same treatment that 
was given to Christ. It makes them 
very much like Christ. The purpose of 
life is to become as much like Christ 
as possible. 

But what about the proprietors and 
managers of the hotels and apartment 
buildings who refuse to allow children 
to live on their property? It would 
seem that they are penalizing people 
for doing the very wonderful thing of 
having children. Very possibly they 
could be responsible at least indirectly 
for the contraception that some couples 
practice out of fear that if they had 
children they would not be able to 


find a place to live. 

Christmas should be a lesson for 
Christians not only in the things that 
they should do, but also in, the things 
that they should not do. The hanging 
up of the sign “No Room in This Inn 
for Children” is of the latter category. 


Faith Without Dogma 


A regular syndicated feature in 
many of our daily newspapers is the 
This I Believe column, in which famous 
men and women (and some not so 
famous) give expression to their phi- 
losophy of life. 

We find the series intriguing be- 
cause one never knows what to expect 
in the way of home-grown ethics and 
home-spun theology. Some of the con- 
tributions are rhapsodic in their ac- 
ceptance of the “Great Power,” others 
are sophomoric in their naive rejection 
of God. The series, in fact, as we have 
had occasion to point out before, is 
a great opportunity for the “liberals” 
to sound off from the midst of their 
mental vacuum. 

A recent contributor to This I Be- 
lieve was Mr. Grove Patterson, editor 
of the Toledo Blade. Mr. Patterson’s 
expression of his personal philosophy 
of life was as neat an example of self- 
contradiction as we have seen for a 
long time. 

“My religion is not complicated by 
theology, dogma, creeds,” he begins in 
forthright fashion. “I believe in noth- 
ing that is not intellectually satisfy- 
ing.” 

This is certainly to come out of 
one’s corner swinging; the only mean- 
ing to be taken from the juxtaposition 
of those two statements is that in his 
opinion theology, dogma, and creeds 
cannot in the very nature of things be 
intellectually satisfying. What Mr. Pat- 
terson has in mind, of course, is the 
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old-fashioned Protestant idea which 
imagines that to accept dogma (spe- 
cifically Catholic dogma) is to put 
oneself into a mental strait-jacket. To 
be dogmatic and to be reasonable are, 
to his way of thinking, incompatible. 

Ironically enough, after expressing 
his impatience with dogmas as such, 
Mr. Patterson pfoceeds to supply a 
fairly formidable list of theological 
dogmas which he himself wholeheart- 
edly accepts. He doesn’t call them 
dogmas, of course, but that is just 
what they are, and they are, moreover, 
in perfect accord with the teaching of 
the Catholic Church, which gives the 
name of dogma only to truths which 
do not contradict reason or revelation. 
Here are his own words. 


“I believe this universe was brought 
into being by a creative Mind and 


Power.” 

“This Supreme Power operates the 
universe by means of unvarying nat- 
ural laws.” 

“IT can by thinking, meditation and 
prayer, come into communion with 
the Supreme Power. I call this Power 
God.” 

“T believe in immortality.” 

“Man has been given freedom of 
choice between good and evil.” 

We hope it will not cause Mr. Pat- 
terson to grow panicky should he find 
that he has been dispensing good 
Catholic dogmas. We much admire 
his sincerity, and we feel that, like 
many other sincere people, the only 
real reason why he dislikes the Cath- 
olic Church is that there has been 
built up in his mind an image of it 
which is far from being in accord with 
the truth. 


Christmas Seals 
More than 40 countries use some form of Christmas seal to aid the cru- 
sade against tuberculosis. The idea is credited to Einar Holboell, Danish postal 
clerk who instituted the first sale in 1904. Emily Bissel, active in the Amer- 
ican Red Cross, organized and conducted the first tuberculosis seal sale in the 
United States. Since 1920, it has been promoted by the National Tuber- 


culosis Association. 


Greetings 
“Merry Christmas!” cries Mr. Sills 
To Mr. and Mrs. Leens. 
To him a stuffed and roasted goose 
Is all that Christmas means. 


“The same to you!” return the Leens 


To cheerful Mr. Sills; 


To them the season only stands 
For toys and foolish frills. 


“Merry Christmas!” shouts their friend 


The agnostic Mr. Percy. 
* * * 


Now on all these poor benighted folk 


May Christ have mercy. 


LGM 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF ST. ALPHONSUS 
Selected and Edited by John Schaefer 
THE PRACTICE OF THE LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 


CHAPTER IV 
CHARITY IS NOT PRETENTIOUS 


In his explanation of the words, 
“charity is not pretentious”, St. Greg- 
ory says that, since charity gives her- 
self up more and more to the love of 
God, she ignores whatever is not right 
and holy. This is a commentary on 
another passage of St. Paul: “Have 
charity, which is the bond of perfec- 
tion.” (Col. 3:14) It is only natural, 
therefore, that since charity delights 
in perfection, she detests that luke- 
warmness with which some persons 
serve God, to the great risk of losing 
charity, divine grace and their very 
souls. 

What is Lukewarmness? 

We must always remember that 
there are two kinds of tepidity or luke- 
warmness: the one unavoidable, the 
other avoidable. 

1. The saints themselves were not 
exempt from that lukewarmness which 
we call unavoidable. For it embraces 
all those failings which are committed 
without our full consent, but merely 
from our natural frailty. Such are, for 
example, distractions at prayer, use- 
less words, vain curiosity, the wish to 
appear before others, tastes in eating 
and drinking, the movements of con- 
cupiscence not instantly repressed and 
the like. Surely, we ought to avoid 
these defects as much as we possibly 
can. But due to the weakness of our 
nature, caused by the infection of 
origina! sin, it is impossible to avoid 
them altogether. 

After committing such faults, we 


should, of course, detest them, be- 
cause they are displeasing to God. But 
we should always beware of allowing 
them to alarm and disturb us. St. 
Francis de Sales writes as follows of 
them: “Disturbing thoughts cannot be 
from God, for He is the prince of 
peace. They always proceed from the 
devil, from our self-love, or from the 
good opinion which we have of our- 
selves.” ; 

The same saint said of these inde- 
liberate faults, that as they were com- 
mitted involuntarily, so also are they 
forgiven involuntarily. An act of sor- 
row, an act of love, is sufficient to 
cancel them. A Benedictine nun, Ven- 
erable Sister Mary Crucified, once saw 
a globe of fire on which a number of 
straws were cast and immediately re- 
duced to ashes. She was given to un- 
derstand by this that one act of divine 
love, made with fervor, destroys all 
the defects which we may have in our 
soul. 

The same effect is achieved by Holy 
Communion. The Council of Trent 
calls the Eucharist “an antidote by 
which we are freed from daily faults.” 
Such faults, therefore, (though they 
are faults) do not hinder our striving 
toward perfection. For in the present 
life no one attains perfection before he 
arrives at the kingdom of the blessed. 

2. The lukewarmness which does 
hinder perfection is known as avoid- 
able tepidity. It is that whereby one 
commits deliberate venial faults, faults 
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committed with wide-open eyes, which 
can be avoided even in this life. Ex- 
amples of such faults are wilful un- 
truths, little detractions, imprecations, 
expressions of anger, the deriding of 
one’s neighbor, cutting words, boast- 
ing, animosities nourished in the heart, 
inordinate attachments to persons of 
a different sex. “These faults,” writes 
St. Teresa, “are a sort of worm, which 
is not detected until it has eaten into 
the virtues. It is by means of small 
things that the devil goes about mak- 
ing holes for great things to enter.... 
May God deliver you from deliberate 
sin, however small it may be.” 

We should, therefore, tremble at 
such deliberate faults. For they cause 
God to close His hands from bestow- 
ing upon us His clearer lights and 
stronger helps. Their result is to make 
the soul perform all spiritual exercises 
with great weariness and pain. And as 
time passes, the soul begins to omit 
prayer, Communion, visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament and novenas. In 
the end, as has been the unfortunate 
experience of many unhappy souls, all 
spiritual exercises will be discarded. 

This is the meaning of the threat 
which our Lord makes to the tepid: 
“I would thou wert cold or hot: but 
because thou art lukewarm... . I will 
begin to vomit thee out of My mouth.” 
What an extraordinary statement! Is 
it better to be cold, to be deprived of 
grace, than to be tepid? Yes, in a cer- 
tain sense it is better to be cold. For 
a person who is cold may more easily 
change his life upon being stung by 
the reproaches of his conscience. 
While a tepid person contracts the 
habit of slumbering on in his faults 
without giving a thought, or taking the 
trouble, to correct himself. He makes 
his cure almost impossible. 

The Venerable Father Louis da 
Ponte said that he had committed 


many defects in the course of his life, 
but that he never had made truce with 
his faults. On the other hand, there 
are some people who, as it were, shake 
hands with their faults, and from this 
springs their ruin. This is especially, 
true when the fault is accompanied by 
some passionate attachment to self- 
esteem, ambition, heaping up money, 
resentment against a neighbor, or in- 
ordinate affection for a person of the 
opposite sex. In such cases there is 
danger of these hairs, as St. Francis 
of Assisi calls them, becoming chains 
and dragging the soul down to hell. 

The unhappiness of such persons 
arises from the little love they have for 
Jesus Christ. For they are puffed up 
with self-esteem; they frequently take 
to heart events which occur contrary 
to their wishes; they practice great in- 
dulgence toward themselves because 
of their health; they keep their heart 
open to external objects and their 
mind always distracted, with an eager- 
ness to listen to, and to know so many 
things which have nothing to do with 
the service of God, but merely serve 
to gratify private curiosity; they are 
ready to resent every little inattention 
from others and consequently are of- 
ten troubled, and grow remiss in pray- 
er and recollection. Blown about by 
their whims, they are at one moment 
all devotion and joy, at the next all 
impatience and melancholy. Such per- 
sons do not love Jesus Christ. 

Should anyone find himself sunk 
in this unhappy state of tepidity, what 
has he to do? Certainly it is difficult 
for a soul grown lukewarm to return 
to fervor, but our Lord has said that 
what man cannot do, God can surely 
do. Whoever prays and employs the 
means is sure to accomplish his desire. 
(In succeeding issues, the means 
which St. Alphonsus details for over- 
coming tepidity will be treated.) 


[761] 























CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS 


I. Doctrinal Books: 
Outlines of Moral Theology. By Rev. Fran- 
cis Connell. $3.75. 

Practical course of moral principles for 

the layman. 

The Wife Desired. By Rev. Leo Kinsella. 
$2.50. 

Discussion of the desirable qualities in 

a good wife. Excellent for the young, the 

engaged, the wife. ? 

The Catholic Church in World Affairs. 
Edited by Waldemar Gurian and M. A. 
Fitzsimons. $4.25. 

Scholarly presentation of the status of 

the Church in various countries. 

The Spirit of Catholicism. By Karl Adam. 
$.75. Paper Cover. 

One of the standard outlines of the 
Church as the Mystical Body of Christ. 
A Popular History of the Church. By Philip 

Hughes. $.85. Paper Cover. 

A good three hundred-page outline of 

Church History. 

The Church Speaks to The Modern World. 
By Etienne Gilson. $.95. Paper Cover. 

Text and notes on the social encyclicals 

of Pope Leo XIII. 
Catholic Liturgy. By 
$3.50. 

Explains the fundamental principles. 
The Story of the Mass. By James C. G. 
Conniff. $1.00. 

Illustrated presentation of the parts of the 

Mass. 


Gaspar Lefebvre. 


II. Biblical Books: 
The New Testament. By James A. Kleist 


and Joseph L. Lilly. $5.00. 

Readable translation from the Greek. 
The Greatest Book Ever Written. By Ful- 
ton Oursler. $3.95. 

The story of the Bible. 

Jesus of Nazareth. By Hilarin Felder, 
O.F.M.Cap. $4.75. 

Scholarly life of Christ. 

A New Testament Commentary. By Ronald 
Knox. Vol. II. $3.75. 

Popular commentary on the Acts of the 

Apostles and Letters of St. Paul. 

A Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture. 
Edited by Dom Bernard Orchard, O.S.B. 
$15.00. 

The much needed Catholic commentary 

on the entire Bible. 


III. Marian Books: 
Papal Documents on Mary. By William J. 
Doheny, C.S.C. and Joseph P. Kelly, $4.50. 

A valuable source of Papal pronounce- 

ments. 

Life of the Blessed Virgin Mary. By Anne 
Catherine Emmerich. $3.75. 

The detailed life of the Blessed Mother 

from the revelations of Anne Catherine. 
Our Lady Speaks. By Pere Leon Bonnet. 
$3.00. 

Reflections on Our Lady’s Litany. 
Fatima: Pilgrimage to Peace. By April 
Oursler Armstrong and Martin F. Arm- 
strong. $2.00. 

Journey to modern Fatima. 

IV. Biographies : 
The Springs of Silence. By Madeline de 
Frees. $2.95. 
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Light and yet serious story of a modern 
nun’s life. : 
The Less Traveled Road. By Rev. M. Ray- 
mond. $3.50. 
Story of first American-born Trappist 
Abbot. 
Maria Goretti. By Mar‘e Cecile Buehrle. 
$2.00. . 
Biography of the young Italian martyr. 
Lights Along the Shore. By Fulton Oursler. 
$2.95. 
Collection of 41 inspirational stories and 
articles. 
Born Catholics. Assembled by F. J. Sheed. 
$3.50. ' 
Cradle Catholics tell their religious stor- 
ies. 
I'll Cry Tomorrow. By Lillian Roth. $3.95. 


A convert’s battle against alcoholism. 


V. Novels and Essays: 


Under My Hat. By Joseph A. Breig. $2.50. 
More brilliant and inspirational essays 
from the talented Joe Breig. 

Love Is A Bridge. By Charles B. Flood. 

$3.00. 

A good character study against a Cath- 
olic background. 

House That Nino Built. G. Guareschi. 

$3.00. 

Another humorous tale by the author of 
the Don Camillo stories. 

More Murder in the Nunnery. By E. Shep- 

herd. $2.00. 

A who-done-it in a convent setting. 


DECEMBER BOOK REVIEWS 


FOR THE YOUNG 

Dominic Savio, Teen-Ager Saint. By Peter 
Lappin. 153 pp. Milwaukee, Wis.: Bruce 
Publishing Co. $2.75. 

Teen-Ager’s Saint, Saint Maria Goretti. By 
Monsignor James Morelli. Edited by 
William Peil. 84 pp. St. Meinrad, Ind.: 
Grail Publication. $2.00. 

Pierre of the Island. By Nicolete Meredith 
Stack. 96 pp. Milwaukee, Wis.: Bruce 
Publishing Co. $2.00. 

Hail! The Altar Boy. By David E. Rosage. 
64 pp. Milwaukee, Wis.: Bruce Publish- 
ing Co. $1.25. 

The Smallest Altar Boy. By Russell Col- 
linge. St. Paul, Minn.: Catechetical Guild. 
$.10. 

St. Dominic Savio, one of the persons 
canonized by Pope Pius XII on June 12, 
1954, is destined to be a great model for 
the young. One of the favorite disciples of 
Don Bosco, Dominic Savio has been quite 
well known, but his recent canonization 
will spread his name and life to many more 
souls. His life was quite like that of an 
ordinary boy who was studying at college 
for the priesthood. His charity and the ful- 


fillment of his daily duties make him a 
good exemplar for young boys. Rev. Peter 
Lappin, a member of the Salesian Congre- 
gation, is well qualified to write this biog- 
raphy of his confrere. 

Teen-Ager’s Saint is another life of St. 
Maria Goretti. The text and _ illustrations 
make this especially appealing to the young- 
er reader. 

Pierre of the Island is the story of a 
nine-year-old French Canadian boy who 
moves from his farm to the city of Quebec. 
His adventures with friends, both human 
and animal, will entertain young children. 

Hail! The Altar Boy is another compil- 
ation by the editor of Letters to An Altar 
Boy. In this booklet many famous people 
speak out in praise of the sublime privilege 
of serving Mass. Frank Leahy, Bing Cros- 
by, Loretta Young, Johnny O’Brien and 
John Lattner are names that will mean a 
great deal to the altar boy. The boys will 
be particularly pleased to read that John 
Lattner calls them the real “All-Americans.” 
A fine Christmas present for altar boys. 

The Smallest Altar Boy is a delightful 
booklet that explains some of his functions 
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to a new server. The text and humorous 
illustrations make this easy and instructive 
reading. 


POCKET SIZE BOOKS © 

IMAGE BOOKS. Doubleday Co. Garden 
City, N. Y. 

The Church Speaks to the Modern World. 
The Social Teachings of Leo XIII. Edit- 
ed with an introduction by Etienne Gil- 
son. 348 pp. $.95. : 

A Popular History of the Catholic Church. 
By Philip Hughes. 309 pp. $.85. 

The Diary of A Country Priest. By Georges 
Bernanos. 232 pp. $.65. 

Mr. Blue. By Myles Connolly. 119 pp. 
$.50. 

Peace of Soul. By Fulton J. Sheen. $.75. 


LUMEN BOOKS. J. S. Paluch Co. Chica- 
go, Ill. 

The Imitation of Christ. By Thomas A 
Kempis. 174 pp. $.50. 


DELL BOOKS. Dell Publishing Co. New 

York, N. Y. 

Three To Get Married. By Fulton J. Sheen. 

320 pp. $.35. 

A Catholic book reviewer is only too 
happy to welcome this selection of cheaper 
paper-bound books which features some ex- 
cellent Catholic works. It is an encourag- 
ing sign to see that publishers foresee the 
possibility of sufficient reader interest to 
justify their ventures into the field of Cath- 
olic books. In two cases the publishers are 
large producers of books in the secular 
field: Doubleday, the publisher of eight 
titles in the Image Series, is one of the old- 


- est and most respected names in the book 


trade; Dell Publishing Company is one of 
the pioneers in the pocket book fad. J. S. 
Paluch is one of the most prolific publish- 
ers of Catholic devotional material. It is 
interesting to note that Paluch says that the 
financial success of the Lumen Series was 
in grave doubt for a while, but that now 
the Lumen books are carrying their own 


weight. Catholic readers should support 
these worthwhile ventures. 

The Church Speaks to the Modern World 
is a new book which consists of a selec- 
tion of the Social Encyclicals of Pope Leo 
XIII. The learned Etienne Gilson, one of 
the foremost Catholic philosophers in the 
world, has edited and annotated this col- 
lection of the great encyclicals of the Pope 
who made the most impact on the modern 
world. A “MUST” book for all Catholic 
libraries, students of social problems, and 
the serious Catholic reader. 

A Popular History of the Catholic 
Church is written by the best known Eng- 
lish historian, Father Philip Hughes. His 
many-volume History of the Church is a 
standard work and the present book is an 
abridgment of this larger history. Despite 
the fact that it is an abridgment the book 
is not a mere compilation of dates and 
names, but a good, intelligent presentation 
of the principal events in the long history 
of the Church. An excellent book to read 
and also to keep as a handy reference vol- 
ume. 

The Diary of A Country Priest is the 
classic tale of a young French priest and 
his struggles in a small parish. Like most 
of Bernanos’s characters, the priest strug- 
gles with the problem of good and evil. A 
great psychological novel that is a master- 
piece. 

Mr. Blue is the story of the popular and 
eccentric character created many years ago 
by Myles Connolly. Mr. Blue is the man 
who lives in his own way the principles of 
his Catholic Faith. A minor classic known 
to several generations of Catholic students. 

Peace of Soul is one of the most popular 
of all the books by Bishop Sheen. Since its 
appearance in 1949 it has been printed 
nineteen times. A message of hope and 
courage to all people who seek a firm 
philosophy in the midst of our material- 
istic world. 

The Imitation of Christ is the second best 
selling book in the world. A book to keep 
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and to reread for its consoling doctrine on 
the spiritual life. 

It would be superfluous to say much 
about Three to Get Married by Bishop Ful- 


ton Sheen. Suffice it to say that it is the 
best book on marriage. A must for the 
young, the engaged and the married! 


BEST SELLERS 
A Moral Evaluation of Current Books, Published at the University of Scranton, Pa. 


I. Suitable for general reading: 
Temptation for a King—Secondari 
Farewell, My General—Seifert 
The Rocky Marciano Story—Cutter 
School For Hope—McLaverty 
An Innocent on Everest—Izzard 
The Loving Meddler—Marshall 
The Catholic College in the World To- 
day—Fitzpatrick 

The Exploration of Space—Clarke 

A Woman in the Polar Night—Ritter 

The Benchley Roundup—Benchley 

Portraits—MacCarthy 

The Lady and the Sun—Dockman 

The Deadly Climate—Curtiss 

The Dark Is Light Enough—Fry 

Saint Anthony of the Desert—Queffelec 

God, Man and the Universe—de Bivort 
de La Saudee 

The Whisper in the Gloom—Blake 

Priests Are Like People—Lane 

Last Race—White 

The Gun Tamer—Brand 

Six Minutes A Day to Perfect Spelling 
—Shefter 

Shroud of Darkness—Lorac 

Madeline—Young Wife—Henrey 

They Called Him Stonewall—Davis 

The White and the Gold—Costain 

Down With Skool—William 

By Night the Strangers—Stover 

Perilous Journeys of Hercule Poirot— 
Christie 

II. Suitable only for adults: 

A. Because of advanced style and contents: 
The Year the Yankees Lost the Pennant 

—Wallop 
Three by Tey—Tey 
The Golden Angel—Coleman 
This Side of Paradise—Fitzgerald 
The Border Lord—Wescott ° 
The Bandit and the Priest—Lindop 


The Harlot Killer—Barnerd 

Johnny Guitar—Chanslor 

No Time for Sergeants—Hyman 

Marriage for Three—Seiffert 

The Gray Captain—Wheelwright 

Strategy: The Indirect Approach—Hart 

Public Education Under Criticism— 
Scott 

Thoreau—Condry 

The Man Who Made Wine—Scott 


B. Because of immoral incidents which do 


not, however, invalidate the book as a 
whole: 

Heroes of the Empty View—Aldridge 

The Midnight Patient—Hostovsky 

The Healing Oath—Soubiran 

Swamp Angel—Wilson 

The Anatomy of A Crime—Dinneen 

Inside Nantucket—Gilbreth 

Last Chukker—Stanford 

Four Dead Mice—Black 

The Key to Power and Personal Peace 
—Andersen 

The Female—Wellman 

Hold It, Florence—Darrow 

The Flint Anchor—Warner 

Devices and Desires—Robertson 

Royal Intrigue—Anthony 

The Silver Oar—Breslin 


III. Permissible for the discriminating 
reader: 
The End of Time: A Meditation on the 
Philosophy of History—Pieper 
MacArthur: 1941-1951—Willoughby 
Black Power—Wright 
Most Likely to Succeed—Dos Passos 


IV. Not recommended to any reader: 
The Iron Maiden—Lanham 
If You Marry Outside Your Faith— 
Pike 
Giveaway—Fisher 
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Lucid Intervals 


“I think,” said the not-too-bright clerk, 
“that the boss is going to make me a part- 
ner.” 

“What makes you think so?” asked his 
friend. 

“Well,” was the reply, “he said I couldn’t 
stay here unless I took an interest in the 
business.” 

e 

“You say you want the death certificate 
changed, Doctor?” said the puzzled clerk. 
“It’s rather against the rules, you know.” 

“I know that,” the doctor retorted, “but 
it’s important.” 

“You see,” he explained in a burst of 
confidence, “I was in a hurry. I didn’t pay 
any attention to that space marked ‘cause 
of death’ and just signed my name there.” 

e 

The harassed woman on the telephone 
asked: 

“Are you the game warden?” 

A gruff voice answered, “Yes.” 

“Well, thank goodness, I finally got the 
right person. Will you suggest some games 
suitable for a children’s party?” 

e 

The young man who had always been 
the “apple of his father’s eye,” returned 
home from his first day’s work at the fac- 
tory with his fingers bandaged. 

“Why, Bill,” said his dad, “what hap- 
pened?” 

“Well,” said the young man, “the fore- 
man said the machine was fool-proof, but 
I soon showed him.” 

e 

Mother: “You know, dear, I worry about 
Jim. He doesn’t seem to be as well dressed 
as when you married him.” 

Daughter: “I don’t see why not. It’s the 
same suit.” 


A hiker, coming to a strange river, asked 
a little girl standing on the bank if it was 
deep. When she told him it was not, he 
started confidently across but soon found 
himself in water up to his neck. After 
swimming the rest of the way, he scrambled 
up the bank and shouted to the girl: 

“I thought you said it wasn’t deep.” 

“Tt isn’t,’ she replied. “It only goes up 
to the middles of Grandma’s ducks.” 

° 

“Tell the court how you came to take 
this car by mistake,” the lawyer advised 
his client. 

“Well, your Honor,” came the slow re- 
ply, “this car was standing in front of the 
cemetery, and I took it thinking the owner 
was dead.” 

e 


“Folks,” said the minister in the little 
country church, “the subject this evening 
is ‘Liars. How many in the congregation 
have read the 29th chapter of Matthew?” 

Nearly every hand in the church was 
raised. 

“That’s right,” said his reverence. “You 
are the folk I want to preach to. There 
isn’t any 29th chapter of Matthew.” 

e 

The neighborhood grocer, a man proud 
of his merchandise, handed the lady cus- 
tomer a small package of cheese and said: 

“T'll bet whoever tastes that Cheddar 
will never switch to any other brand.” 

“I hope you .are right,” she answered, 
“because I’m going to bait a mousetrap.” 
e 
General: “I am a firm believer in fight- 
ing the enemy with his own weapons.” 
Civilian: “How long does it take you to 

sting a bee?” 
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Advent, 757 

Age and rhythm, 656 

Alcoholics Anonymous, 13 

All saints, hail to, 647 

American profession of faith, 437 

Angels, two on tour, 271; angels of Bethlehem, 719 
Anger, how to check your, 

Argumentive convert, 

Astrology, is it scientific? 533 

Auxiliaries, International Catholic, 338 


Baby-sitter pledge, 165 

Bandas, Rudolph G., 380 

Baptism, 539; refusing baptism to a child, 264 
Beast of Balaam; the, 366 

Beauty secrets, 142 

Beebe, Catherine and Robb, 188 
Bernanos, Georges, 124 

Bible and Hollywood, the, 164 
Birth-control and the natural law, 88 
Blacam Hugh de, 253 

Boss, on getting on with the, 114 
Breig, Joseph A., 508 

Bugs, battle with, 455 


Calendars, -pin-up, 117 

Catholic education, 563 

Catholic judges and civil marriages, 646 

Catholic progress, 503 

Catholic schooling, obligation of, 464; Catholic 
schools, 563 

Catholics, diseased, 135; Late Mass Catholics, 293 

Censored, should your reading be? 65 

Champion of Christ, 555 

Charity toward attendants of shut-ins, 304; charity 
toward prisoners, 682 

Children, duty of loving parents, 333 

Christmas, world without, 705; how to make Christ- 
mas last; 711; prayers for a happy Christmas, 715; 
Christmas dialogue for shut-ins, 755 

Christ’s glorious deeds, 39 

Church bells, 215 

Churches, why build expensive ones? 449 

be laws: What laws can the Church change? 


Cigarette smoking, on giving up, 223 

Clean-up for Lent, 

College education, is it worthwhile? 390 
ommandment, this is my, 

Communion, seven obstacles to frequent, 321; new 
fasting laws before, 528 

——— how to fight, 433; Pope Pius XI on, 


Se at fifteen, 750 
e, 





p aoacerg argumentative, 140 
Converts, Protestant and _—. 370 
Cortona, Margaret St., 218 

Cory, Herbert Ellsworth, 444 
Coudenhove, Ida, Ta 

Cousins, marriage of, 

Cronin, Archibald Beg 700 


Beate, is it the end? 641; taking the sting out of, 


Delinquency of youth, 690 
Deny yourself, why? 233 

Dining Room Motto, 635 

Diseased Catholics, 135 


* 


Divorce cases and the Catholic judge, 589 

Divorced Catholics, may they receive the sacra- 
ments? 

Dogma, necessity of, 424 

Dogmatism of the Church, 671 

Duties to divorced parents, 326 


Earnings of a teen-ager, should parents take all? 212 
Easter parade, 

Education, Catholic, 563 

Ellard, Rev. Gerald, S.J., 573 

Engagements, long, 71; past sins of the engaged, 228 
Evolution, greatest hoax of the century. 
Examination of conscience for union leaders, 239 


Faith without dogma, 758 

Family quarrels, 157; prayers, 399 

Farinha, Brazilian staff of life, 281 

Fasting, the business of, ; new laws for fasting 
before Communion, 5238 

Fisher, Archbishop Geoffrey Francis, answer to, 50 

Freedom of will, is there? 

Fulgens Corona, 625 

Furfey, Rev. Paul Hanley, 60 


Gerard, Majella, St., 628 

Good Friday, 201 

Handicapped, facts about the, 245 

Hats, Men’s and women’s, 393 

Have you been saved? 603 

Heaven, are you going there alone? 584 
High school clubs, forbidden, 583 

Hollywood and the Bible, 164 

Holy Week, 244 

Hope, the power of, 103; you must have, 657 
How free are you? 1 

How to be a praying rg 399 

How to check your anger, 1 

How to clean up a union, 363 

How to gain indulgences, 549 

How to get the most out of life, 651 

How to recognize a miracle, 83 

How to say your rosary, 601 é 
Husbands, faults of, 483 


Ill and the well, 301 

Immaculate Conception and Jewish teaching, 729 
Immodest dress, 5 

Impotence and sterility, 6 

Indulgences, what are? 475; how to gain, 549 
Interracial marriage, problem of, 


Jesus and the Blind, 683 

Jesus Christ, the love of, 377; 441; 505; 570; 633; 
697; 

Jews, the chosen race, 416; Queen of, 523 

Juvenile delinquency, 6 


Kissing Games, 76 


Labor Unions, Christian, 688 

Landlords and children, 354 

Mass Catholics, 293 

Laws: What laws can the Church change? 577 

Lawyer defending guilty criminal, 

Lent, ten ways to get more out "of, 129; clean-up 
for, 152 

Life, how to get the most out of, 651 
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Light of the World, 158; Light to the blind, 359 
Liguori, the first, 465 

Love, essay on, 72 

Luther, Martin, the real, 77 

Lutherans and Catholics, 27 


Marian Year and Mary, 625 

Marriage, invalid, 111; fraudulent, 200; annulments, 
236; marriage of paralytics, 284; parental objec- 
tions to, 348; marriage after divorce, 410; last 
minute doubts before, 608; civil marriages and 
Catholic judges, 646; problem of interracial mar- 
riage, 666; may older people enter marriage? 744 

Married, right way to get, 4 

Martyrs of Japan, 57; 120; 185; 248; 313 

Mary, Mother of Christ’s Mystical Body, 741 

Mary, truths about, 257; Mary and the Marian 
Year, 625 

Miracle, how to recognize a, 83 

Missions, why give to? 584 

Modernism, heresy of, 459 

Motherhood and Mothers, 265; one day with 
Mother, 529 

Movies, forbidden, 621 


Names from the saints, 679 
= Law: What Laws can the Church change? 


Negroes, are you prejudiced against? 404 

Newly-weds, pessimism for, 

Non-Catholics only, for; right way to get married, 
49; nobody can dictate to me, 106; the business 
of fasting, 134; operation on a mother with child, 
337; necessity of dogma, 424; praying to the 
saints, 463; forbidden movies, 621 


Office Warfare, 38 
Operation on a mother with child, 337 


Papacy, why rejected, 207 

Parents, job for, 438 

Parish missions passe? 311 

Platonic friendships, 718 

Pledge, should teen-agers take the? 474 

Points of friction; office warfare, 38; on getting 
along with the boss, 114; quarrels in the family, 
157; the well and the ill, 301; landlords and chil- 
dren, 354; faults of husbands, 483; faults of 
wives, 538 

Policemen, prayer for, 397 

Pope as a shut-in, the, 342 

Portrait of Christ; glorious deeds of Christ, 39; 
Light of the World, 158; Light of the World gives 
light to the blind, 359; testimony to the light, 
425; St. Restitutus and the Pharisees, 489; cham- 
pion of Christ, 555; Jesus and the blind, 683; 
two blind men at a touch, 745 

Prejudice against Negroes, 404 

Pre-marriage clinic; man with a past, 20; long en- 
gagements, 71; past sins of the engaged, 228; 
marriage of paralytics, 284; parental objections to 
marriage, 348; marriage after divorce, 410; mar- 
riage of cousins, 480; last minute doubts before 
marriage, 608; problem of interracial marriage, 
666; platonic friendship, 718 

Professional people, problems of; Catholic judge 
and divorce cases, 589; Officiating at marriages, 
646; lawyer and guilty criminal, 740 

Prophecy and prophets, 222 

Prophecies of Bible, 213 

Protestants search for unity, 517 

Protestants speak of Mary, 591 

Protestant unity, impossible ideal, 614 

Psychiatry grows up, 501 


— of the Jews, 523 
uestion of Annulment, 204 


Rabbis and the Immaculate Conception, 729 
Racial tension, two causes of, 

Raphael, St., Archangel, 409 

Religion and safe driving, 565 


Restitutus St., and the Pharisees, 489 

Retreat, ten reasons for making a, 385 

Rhythm, limitations on, 403; rhythm and age, 656 

“Right to Work’? Laws, these, 513 

Right way to get married, 49 

Rome, impressions of, 305 

Rosary, solace from the, 594; how to say your, 601; 
October and the, 629 


Sacred Heart, 374 

Saints, praying to the, 463; Sy gern of 
the, 631; all hail to all saints, 647; names from 
the, 679 

Sanitarium, the apostolate of, 110 

Saved, have you been? 

Savio, Dominic, St., 688 

School of the sickbed, 560 

Schooling, Catholic, obligation of, 464 

Secularism, the cure for, 695 

Seven obstacles to frequent Communion, 321 

Should your reading be censored? 

Sick, organizations for the, 44 

Sports, getting serious about, 302 

Summer kindness, 496 

Sunday, keeping it holy, 398 


Taking the sting out of death, 661 

Teen-age problems; kissing games, 76; should par- 
ents take all a teen-ager’s earnings? 212; delay 
of vocation, 296; duties to divorced parents, 326; 
is a college education worth-while? 390; should 
teen-agers take the pledge? 474; immodest dress, 
554; forbidden high school clubs, 583; company- 
keeping at fifteen, 750 

Ten reasons for making a retreat, 385 

Testimony to the Light, 424 

Thanksgiving Day, 694 

This they believed, 275 

Thoughts for the shut-in; organizations for the 
sick, 44; the apostolate of: the sanitarium, 110; 
the clock of the passion, 151; charity toward at- 
tendants, 304; the Pope as a shut-in, 342; sum- 
mer kindness, 496; school of the sickbed, 560; 
solace from the rosary, 594; charity toward 
prisoners, 682; Christmas dialogue, 755 

Three-minute instruction; keeping Sunday holy, 398; 
new fasting laws before Communion, 528 

Time, the end of, 21 

Tree, the forbidden, 588 

Truths about Mary, 257 


Union, how to clean up a, 363 

Union leaders, examination of conscience for, 239 

Unity, Protestants search for, 517; impossible Prot- 
testant ideal, 614 


Valentine Day, 118 

Vann, Rev. Gerard, on bad marriages, 111 

Vocation, delay of, 

Wanderers, prayer for, 379 

Warnings and foretellings, 213 

Weinzaepfel, the strange case of Father, 93 

What Laws can the Church change? 577 

Why build expensive churches? 449 

Why deny yourself? 233 

Why soldiers go wrong, 630 

Why the Papacy is rejected, 207 

Widow, the penitent, 667 

Wife-beating, ever lawful? 522 

Wives, faults of, 538 

Wives and Husbands only, for; impotence and 
sterility, 6; birth-control and the natural law, 88; 
fraudulent marriage, 200; refusing baptism to a 
child, 264; limitations on rhythm, 403; obliga- 
tion of Catholic schooling, 464; 1s wife-beating 
ever lawful? 522; may divorced Catholics receive 
the sacraments? 600; age and rhythm, 656; may 
older people marry? 744 

World, this cock-eyed, 285 


Yellow journalism, 567 
You must have hope, 657 
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Amongst Ourselves 


The December issue of THE LI- 
GUORIAN is always the one through 
which we wish a merry and blessed 
Christmas to all our readers, old and 
new. Nobody ever enjoys a truly mer- 
ry Christmas without meditation, just 
as, without meditation, nobody ever 
arrives at a genuinely Christian out- 
look on life. Well, here are medita- 
tions for everybody to make in prep- 
aration for Christmas: “World Without 
Christmas,” “How to Make Christmas 
Last,” “Prayers for a Happy Christ- 
mas,” “The Angels of Bethlehem.” 
They are interspersed as usual with 
the solution to practical problems that 
often arise in a world that is more 
than half secularistic and less than half 
Christian. 

You will receive this issue of THE 
LIGUORIAN about the first week in 
December, with time still left to make 
it the first copy of a whole year’s 
issues Of THE LIGUORIAN for your 
friends. Just glance over the Index 
for 1954 that fills the last two pages 
of this issue, if you want to see what 
sort of information and inspiration you 
will be giving to friends by ordering 
a year’s subscription of THE LIGUORI- 
AN for them. Above all, if you have 
friends who have recently been con- 
verted to the Catholic Church, or are 
on their way to such a conversion, you 
will find that you could give them 
nothing more satisfying and appreci- 
ated than a magazine that enters into 
frank discussion of so many topics 


that they will be asking about long af- 
ter their conversion. We say this, not 
merely because we want to believe it, 
but because so many individual con- 
verts have. in different words, express- 
ed it to us as their experience. A few 
of their comments may be found in 
this month’s Readers Retort. 

All new readers (and old, too) of 
THE LIGUORIAN are invited to corre- 
spond with its priest-editors when they 
have some personal doubt or problem 
to be cleared up, or when they wish 
to suggest articles or topics that are 
being widely discussed among. their 
acquaintances and friends, or merely 
to ask for further documentation and 
reading matter on articles that have 
already appeared in THE LIGUORIAN. 
Some of these letters will be published 
in the Readers Retort column, with 
whatever answering comment needs to 
be made. All “problem” or informa- 
tion-seeking letters will be answered 
personally by a priest. 

The “three-for-five” offer of gift 
subscriptions is an excellent opportun- 
ity for many to take care of over- 
looked friends now, or to fulfill obliga- 
tions that have been put off until now. 
But there is not much time, and there 
is the possibility that all copies of the 
December or “Merry Christmas” issue 
of THE LiGUORIAN may be gone be- 
fore your request comes in. So — 
make use of the blanks (or copy 
them) on the outside rear cover of 
this issue NOW. 





LIGUORIAN BINDERS 


If you like to save your copies of THE LiGuorRIAN for future reference, we 
have hard-cover binders into which you yourself can easily insert a year’s 
issues with index in the December number. They sell for $2.50 each, and 
should be ordered from The Liguorian, Liguori, Mo. 


Se 


Three Gifts For Five Dollars 


This is the last reminder and the last chance you will have 
to wish a few friends a “Merry Christmas” through the 
Christmas meditations of the December Liguorian, and the 
continuing Christian inspiration that The Liguorian will 
bring them through 1955. 


For five dollars you can send The Liguorian to three 
friends for a year, beginning with the Christmas issue pro- 
vided there are copies still on hand when your request ar- 
tives. Use or copy the forms below at once. We shall sign 
and send a Christmas card announcing the gifts for you. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 
1. To 
Street & No. 
City Zone State 
Gift card to be signed from 
,) a 


Street & No. 


te 
‘4 


eRe nae eee e Zone State 
Gift card to be signed from 
me 
Street & No. 
City. Zone State ___ 


Gift card to be signed from 
Name and address of donor 


Enclose $5.00 and mail to 
THE LIGUORIAN, LIGUORI, MO. 








